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They ſhall A A BG in all my holy mountain. "es 
earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the ſea, ISAIAH Xi. 9, 


The grace of God, that bringeth ſalvation, _ hath "appeared to all men; 
teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, we ſhould 
live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent world; looking for 
that bleſſed hope, and the glorious r and 

dur en Jeſus Chriſt. Tire ü. 6 
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Tus reader into whoſe hands this book 
may chance to come, is earneſtly requeſted 
to lend it to his neighbour; or to read 
it in the ears of ſuch as cannot, or will 
not read for themſelves, though they may 
e in great need of being made ſenſi- 
ble of the danger they 3 are in. 
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A PRESERVATIVE . 


9 M „ 1. 
| There are none ſo bad, bs they may ieee 


A T atime when the people of Trae] were very wick · 
ed, God ſent the prophet Jſaiaby to ſay to them, 
_ © Come now, let us reaſon together, ſaith \ ths Lord z 
though your fins be as. ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as 
1 ugh they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be 
© as wool? This is 8 great thing, which God Almigh - 

ty here promiſes, but it is no more than he, on. his part, 
will certainly make good. Our merciful God is not on - 
ly ready to forgive his ſinful creatures, but alſo endea- 
vours, by every means, to make them fit for his forgive · 


neſs: and though you be ever ſo wicked, though your 
« fins be as ſcarlet, though they be red like crimſon,” 


though your paſt crimes. have — of the deepeſt dye, 
and your minds be ſtained, and foul with corrupt luſte, 


even as with * ſcarlet,” or 5 crimſon ;': yet, if you. will 
but come now, and reaſon the matter fairly with God, 
and your conſciences; if you will but hearken to wat 


God, and your own reaſon, have to ſay 10 you, it mutt 
needs give a new turn to your minds, and make them as 
« white as ſnow,” or pute as the untarniſhed wool.” 


It is indeed a very hard matter, to work upon the 


hearts of careleſs men, ſo as to change them from m ſinful 
to holy. Their vain and looſe imaginatians ate deeply 


ac. in them ; they have not learnt to take pleaſure in 121 


better things; they do not love to hear of better things; 
this is theit ſad misſortune; here lies the great danger of 
their caſe; for nothing can ſave them, unleſs they will 
mind what is {aid to them; and this they do not like to 


do, becauſe their minds have not been uſed to think up- 
. Arik Foy lays, the "beet | 
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5 4 Preſervative from 


7 is waxed groſs, and their ears are dull of hearing, and 
© their eyes have they cloſed, left they ſhould fee with 


2510 their eyes, and hear with their ears, and underſtand 


< with their hearts, and ſhould be converted, and ſaved. 
However, though men are ever ſo dull of hearing, there 
are 8 things enough to ſtartle them; which, when pro- 
perly ſet before their eyes, they muſt own the truth of, 
and feel their importance. So it was, even under the old 


teſtament. In thoſe days, if Men would but come and 


reaſon together with God, in his word, it would be ſure 
to Work a change in them for the better, making them 
s white'as ſnow, and pure as wool.” And then how 
much more awakening is the clear light of the goſpel ! 
How much more powerful is the © blood of Jeſus Chrift, 
© to cleanſe'you from all fin ! to purify your ſouls ! and 
_ © make you partakers of tlie divine nature !' That is, 
to make you like God' in holineſs, having eſcaped the 
pollutions of the world, through luſt. The goſpel is 8 
© refiner's fire, and like * fuller's ſoap,” to cleanſe and 
purify men from all their evil habits : and when your 


hearts ate once touched, fo that you begin to take a right 


thought, you will be led on to conſider things; more 
and more, every day, till, by the Grace of God, you are 
vation. 


1 


brought to a ſettled ſeriouſneſs, and care about your ſal- 


— 


, ta oo UT « 
- How happy men will be, when they do truly repent. 
AND now, my dear fellow-creatures, let us pleaſe 


A ourſelves in thinking, what an happineſs it will be, 


when this comes to be the caſe; what a bleſſed thing 
it muſt be to ſee all men thus cleanſcd, or cured of 


their fins, by the power of true godlineſs : for, in ttuth, | 
ſin is the only cauſe of men's worſt ſuſſerings in this 
[ ir it were 

not for fin, God's creatures would never be unhappy. 


| world, as well as of their ruin in the next. 


So that to cleanſe you from ſin, or to recover you from 
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Criminal Offices, 3 
che ſlavery of evil habits, is freeing you from your worſt 


troubles now, and the moſt dreadful ſuffering for cer. 
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Hoio happy men will be, in their atvn minds, uben cared 
e on eleanſell of that A 150 0; 

UR bleſſed Lord ſays, that his religion is the 4ing- 
3 dom of God, — the kingdom. of , heaven upon earth. 


And ſo it would truly be found, if, mankind. could but be 
brought to live and act under its influence, Heaven 


would then be actually begun among us; it would be all 
happineſs here, becauſe we ſhould be all af us Preparing 


ourſelves, and one-another, for the happineſs o heaven, 


. Firſt, when the power of godlineſs governs you, it 
will eaſe you of that doubt, and dread of God's diſplea- 
fure,. which will always hang upon your minds, till ſuch 


time, as you find yourſelves holy, in heart and life; and 


that you are doing what good you can, as faithful ſer- 


vants of God ſhould do. But when your hearts can 
ſatisfy you, that this is your caſe, then you will find 


yourſelves at caſe ; you wil} be all calmneſs and joy with- 


in z for, being.abus juſtified by a true faith, your minds - 


will enjoy © peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt ” 
© becoming ſervants'to God,” you are ſure of forgive. 


© neſs, for the fins that are paſt, and having your fruit 
© unto holineſs,” for the time to come, you may rejoice | 


in the hope of everlaſting life, in the end 
Beſides this, the power of true religion will root out 
of your minds thoſe, uneaſy paſſions of envy, jealouſy, 
malice, and batred ; and by ſo doing, will prevent all 
thoſe brawls and quarrels, all that evil-ſpeaking and un- 
| dermining one another, which we ſee ſo much of among 
men: and then I leave you to judge, how much more 
bappy your lives will be, than they are at preſent. L 
need not tell you, how yneaſy you have been made by, 
eavy and hatred, whilſt Fs bave barboured them. im 
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becauſe, * being made free from ſin, and 


5 4 Priferoatior from 
| your 'breafts'; bow they have gnawed and fed upon 
your livers, like devouring vultures | and you have alfo 
ſeen, into what ſtorms. of furious paſſion, they bieak out; 


| have learnt to make a 


what bitter words they produce, and ſometimes what diſ- 
mal deeds they hurry men to commit. You muſt there- 
fore needs be ſenſible, what a happy world this would 


| be, to what it now is, if men did but live under the 


power of godlineſs, if their minds were but made hum- 


ble, calm, and gentle, by the reforming influence of gof- 
pel truths, and, through the aſſiſtance of divine grace, 
were brought to be of that meek and kind temper, which 
: 1 5 in the bleffed Jas. Then heaven indeed will be 


n upon earth. Then peace and good will would 
Addie, and kind ſervices be the delightful employment 
of men towards each other J happy in themſelves, hap- 
py in one another, and rejoicing in the Lord: And 
though little miſtakes may happen, (as raiſtakes and dif- 
terences will happen among ſhort ſighted men ;) you will 
uſe even of them; true tes 
ligion teaches you to think the beſt of others, and to 
make all proper allowanices for men's failings; and ay 
for any uncafinefs, which fach things may occaſton, you 


will be made abundant amends, in the 2 it Nl 


be to your hearts to? forgiye others, as God, for- Carly 
0 lake, hath 1e your”? | 
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No then; as to your bodily part; curing you of 
. fin would be curing you of moſt, if not all tre 
2. which you labour under. How many are the bo- 


dily ſufferings, which men bring upon themſelves, by a 

fools and ſenſual life! Who hath woe * Who han 

_ © ſorrow? Who hath contentions > Who hath babling? 
Who hath wounds without cauſe? Who hath rednefs 


© of eyes? They that tary long at the wine, they that 
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e po to ſeek mixed wine. See many a poor creature, 
who hath not lit ed out Half his days, agging about a 
walted carcaſe, coughing up his entrails, and ee ; 
over'the brink of his grave ! and though (fad refleAi 

for him !) though he knows, that it is all owing to his 
on intemperanee and wickedneſs ; yet he will not put 
on the reſolution to leave it off! He drinks deeper and 
deeper in the poiſoned cup; he continues to drink on, 
though every draught he taſtes haſtens on his death, and 
at the ſame: time, . ſinks. him deeper into the abyſs of 
everlaſting woe. How many are the dreadful accidents, 
which are owing to men's drinking! Some loſe their 
lives in an inſtant, and are hurried drunk out of the 
world, to appear in that ſhameful condition before the 
judge of all the earth ! Others loſe their limbs, and thus 
doom themſelves to drag on a wretched life; deprived of 
the comforts, which God had given them to enjoy, de · 
prived of the ability of keeping themſelves, and fami- 
lies, from want, and nakedne(s.—See, - what diſtempers 
men ate almoſt ſure to bring upon themſelves, by fol- 
lowing lewd women ! An awful jug ment of God, in 
his world, which he hath wonderfully annexed to the 
indulgence, of unlawful. deſires! The impurity of the 
whoremonger's mind bieaks out upon his body in putri- 
ſying ſores, and loathſome rottenneſs; and his conſtitu - 
tion, though. repaired, is often weakened by the a 


ceure, ſo as never to recover its former ſtrength, Such 


are the preſent wages which men meet with in the ſer- 
vice of ſin ; inſtead of health of body, and peace of 
mind, inſtead of proſperity, honour and long life, 
which God hath wiſely annexed to holineſs and righ» 
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There ils be no need of defies" and ene if ih 


.. power of religion did * 5 % making men chaſtes 
eber, and honeſt. | W 


UT that happineſs of prevailing godlinefs, which I 
| intend chiefly to ſpeak of, is, that unthinking men 
will be kept by it from falling i into thoſe crimes, which 
r Neg to hey and publick gehn in this 
worl | 
When the power of godliciefs prevails as it ought, we 
ſhall 'be in no dread of thieves or mutderers, © They 
ſhall not hurt nor deftroy in all my holy mountain,” 
Faith the Lord. The traveller will paſs unmoleſted in 
bis journey, and ſafely bring home his honeſt gains to 
his cheat ful and welcoming family. Our houſes will be 
free from fear, and our cattle feed fecurely in their paſs 
tures without a keeper.” Honeſt men will no Ion have 
occafion to form theinſetves into ſocieties, for their ſafe ! 
ty againſt the wicked, as they have found it neceſſaty to 
do of late, which is a ſad proof, that the preſent times 
are worſe than the former. The whole country will not 
be alarmed, every now and then, with hue and cry, for 
the purpoſe of hunting down the miferably ſculking of- 
ſenders, like pernicious wild beaſts which cannot be fuf- 
fered to go at large, and are fit for nothing, but to be 
taken u led. And we ſhall then be delivered 
from the dreadful neceſſity of dragging to priſons, and to 
death, many a one of our unhappy fellow creatures, to 
the great grief of every tender- hearted perſon,” who ſees 
- or hears of the tragical ſcene ; inſtead of having the 
pleaſing ſatisfaGion to ſee them walking honeſtly in the 
fear of God: inſtead of ſeeing them happy in themſelves, 
a credit and a blefling to their e wo uſeful and 3 
valuable members of op. oh | 
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will be ng end of criminal puniſbments, till mon are” 


ceured of their fenſuality and prafunengſ . 


LYN H, what a pity it is that men ſhould ſell themſelves 
for nought |! That they ſhould thus exchange ho- 
nour for diſgrace, and happine( fur miſery And what 
a pity it is, that every method is not more yigorouſly 
tried, to put an end to ſuch offences as theſe in a chriſ-- 
tian country ! I could mention many ways, by which 
every one may and ought to promote this withed-for 
event; but the ſum of all is, to teach men to deny 
© ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts.“ This is the only. re-- 
medy; at leaſt all others will fail without it. By en- 
deavouring to ſave men's ſouls, we [hall take the ſuteſt 
way to preſerve them from falling into worldly ſhame” 
and puniſhment, For, whilſt there are ſo many, who® 
| live without the fear of God, and are ſo deplorably ſub-- 
ject to fleſhly and corrupt luſts, ſo long we mult expect 
to hear of criminal offences often, happening. Here lies 
the root of all the miſeries, which poor unthinking men 
zun themſclyes into. From hence come murders, and 
robbei ies among us, and there will be no end of them, - 
till men can be cured of the love of drink, of een: 
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of lewd and profane diſcourſe, But if once men could 
be made ſober, chaſte and ſerious in theit behaviour 3. 
there would be little need to caution them againſt crimi-- 
nal offences. Bad as men are in other reſpects, I be- 
lieve they would ſeldom be guilty of. murder or theft, if 
they were not, in a manner forced 'tq it, by their fot 
mer diſſolute courſes. As to murder, nature itſelf ſhud-- 
ders at the thought; and theft is a mean, ſhameful vice, 
which I think few men would willingly commit, till 
they have brought themſelves under: a-ſort of nec eſſity of 
doing it, No] men muſt be ſome time in- preparing 
| themſelves for murder ot theft. But when; you begin to 
ive way to ſenſual luſts, there is no knowing to what 


a you may go; When you fit begin e 0s fia 
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warn y6u againſt criminal offences: ſo was Hazael very 
angry with the prophet Eliſba, for telling him what crueF 
actions he would be afterwards guilty of Am I a dog, 
ſays Hazael, that I fhould do ſueh > thiag? He had 
no notion, that he could ever come to be fo wicked. 
But alas ! it proved true as FMH had told him. And 
ſo there m | one 
Rkimſelf, God forbid that I ſhoul@ ever become a thief 
of a murderer,” yet, by yielding to his luſts, he may go- 
by. degrees from ene thing to another, till he finds him- 
- felf faſt in a priſon, almoſt before he is aware. Phe 
| Habit of drinking, the ſort of company which you meet 

with in ale-houſes ;. the con ve ſation which you'join in, 


ever your liquor; all theſe have a fatal tendency to po- 


ſon your minds, and to fill you with low and filthy no- 
tions; whilſt your luſts and paſſions are, at the ſame 
time, ſet on fire by the petnicisus * liquor,. which you 


are ſtupidly ſwallowing down. Then it is, that unbri- 


dled luft prevails, to bring forth ſin and death ; then it 
is, that furious rage kindles, like gunpowder, at. the 
touch, and an unlucky blow ſuddenly Brings on the moſt! 


diſfreſsful and fatal conſequences; then it is, that env | 
and revenge are let loofe, ts accompliſh their deadly. 
| deeds 3 then a man grows regardleſs of fear, for the ſake 


of ſupplying his extravagance ; and'the fatal reſolution is 
_ Faſhly taken, which many a one hath. lamented in bit- 
terneſs of ſoul, for his whole life · time afterwards. And 
alas, when one conſiders, how many ſuch drinking com- 
panies thete are to be mei with in ale-houſes, every day; 
e , UP ORE 0 oct v4: 90000 NS 
w* LI 1 #74 4.79 INCEEDY bd OG 3 | | — 
» 14ll it pernicioury. not only becuaſe drinking too much of it: is tivrts 
ful z but becauſe moſt of the ale-that is to be met with in common ale-- 
hovſes; is mixt with ſomthing to make it firong, - Witneſs the mamy in. 
ances of tobacco being diſcoverod- in the brewing tubs» The manifeſf 
deſign of theſe tricks is to make * men more mad or ſtupid than th 
Arength of the malt madz uſe of wilf de z. and ſurely if men . 
a ce, this will be a caution to them, how: they open their mouth to 
r falls ia their way, — And then, as te 
pirituous 8 are for no other purpoſe than to deſtroy; inſtend 
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in drinking, or lewdneſs, it may be an aff ont to 
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what ſwearing and damning and curſing ;* What furipus 
paſſions. and profl gate * men give into, When 
they get together in theſe places; it is rather to be 
wondered at, that miſchief does not happen from them 
oftener than it does, It is true, the miſchief may, not 
immediately happen; but you are certainly making way 
for it, and it will be very apt to follow one time or 
other, And though there are many poor, drinking, pro- 
fligate men, that never ah 302 of theft, yet certain it 
ie, that if there were no drunkards or Whoremongers,. 
there would be few or no robberies or murde at all, “ 
When the fleſhly luſt gets the better of your reaſon, and 
quenches: the ſeeds of grace in you, then you are entirely 
governed by your beaſily appetites, which lead you, as 
it were blindfold, you oy not. whither. Senſual indul- 
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* Hifforians boaff, that in the reign of king Aed the Great, abcuts 
dine hundred years ago, * a' beautiful 'young damſel might have carrie 4 
7 purſe full of gold opehly in her hand throughout the kingdom, with- 
© out fear of being robbed of the money, or being injared herſelf.” 
© This is faid to be owing to the excellent regdllati6tis s 


2 


evunties and hundreds, ſor the better adminiſtration of juſtice and be alſo 
made another excellent' regulation, of which nothing now remains except 
the name: He inftituted tyrbrugs, that is, every ten neighbouring houſe- 
keepers, with theit families, were knit together as in one body, under cer» 
tain rules; all being bound for the peaceable behaviour of each cther. B 


. theſe means no idle vaga could find a ſhelter, becauſe ne cne could 
continue within foch *ſmall- d.ffrifts,- without being Known and obſet ved; 


as each perſon in it was in a manner anſwerable for ſach as were permitted 
tb take up their reſidence among them; an on this, and many other ac- 
counts, . the number of criminal offences muſt needs be leſſenedd. 

This was cerrainly a: moſt wiſe and encellent ififtitution; and I can ſee 
- no reaſon” why it may not now be practiſed, undet ſuch» regulations as the 
preſent ſpirit of our laws would admit of: — In a merely political view, it 
would, no doubt, have ſome good effect, but without the aid of religion, to 
cute men of ſenſual luſts,- it muſt fall vaftly-ſhort of the defired ſucceſs 1 
ahd indeed the promoting of praRical-religion may be one object of ſuch a 
regulation, by which it will be able to compaſs its end. This is the ſalt 
which muſt ſeaſon every plan, for preferving the world from 

For ſo long as that one cuſtom of drinking prevails, as it does, neither this 
nor any other expedient-will ever prevent'criminat offences, If moſt of the 
maſters of families; and perhaps the head ty!hingman himſelf, will be'guz-- 
ing down drink, ſo much as moſt of them do upon all occaſions, their” 
domeſtics and inferiors will not fail to jmitate their cxaiple, and the. con- 
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ſequences will be ſure to follow; 


Az nl - ö 1 IE 

8 ed Hh 

- C * Y * . > » > 
- TL * 2 „ o — 


2 
7 
1 7 


x which wee 
made in that reign. It was Ae whe firſt divided the kingdom into 


. \ 1 
n 


. 


pe 
A 


. 
8 


1 55 4 de from 


gence, like tyrannical barlot, forces you uport defpe- 
rate actions to ſupply her demands; you have not reſo - 
lution, or patience to dig, and to beg you are aſhamed x 4 
good thoughts die away in you by degrees, and you 
are brought, ybu can hardly tell how, into the com- 
| miſſion of crimes, which once you ſcorned the wry 
thought of. g 
Thus many a man is fed on to the ruin of himſelf; 
and his family; to the lofs of all credit, and peace here, 
and perhaps his happineſs for ever; whilft hke the filly 
| bird, he haſteth to the fnare, little thinking that it is for 
0 his life. The beginning of vice is ſweet, at firſt, to 
0 his corrupt, unguarded taſte ; but as fure as he drinks 
on, ſo ſure he will come to draw out the dregs of the 
cup at laſt, and perhaps before he is aware, he may find, 
even in this world, that they are the dregs of a cup of 
. trembling. And [ will repeat it again, that ſo long as 
the love of drink, whoredom, miſufing the Lord's day, 
and lewd talking prevail among men, fo long as the _ 
_ , vanity of men's minds leads them to run after diver- 
fions, ſuch as cockings, ſhews, ſtage plays, gaming, and 
diffipation of any ſort, fo long we ſhall hear + eti- 
minal offences, ny happening, in one part of the 
country or other; ſo long our priſons will be filling 
again, as duly as they are emptied, and a ſad kalendar 
of unhappy criminals will come out at every affize: 
and the reaſon, why there hath been a greater number 
of late yeare, than perhaps ever were before, i: becauſe 
luxury and vain extravagance, becauſe running af:er 
ſhews, and paſtimes of all kinds, and of courſe intem- 
perance and ſenſuality, both among the rich and poor, 
have been of late growing io a greater height r. 
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1 1 know that mere covetouſreſs makes ſome commit criminal offences 5 
as St. Paul ſays, © The love cf money is the root of all evil; which ſome 
© having coveted after, have erred from the faith, and have | pierced them- 
« ſelves through with many ſorrows.” And it might be well worth while 
to apply the © power of godlinefs, to chis diſeaſe of the mind alſo,, which 
God knows, too many chriſtians are ſubje@ to; and of the ſad feta of 
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The power of ' godlineſi to tonquer the reigning vices of | 


7 . 


Feenſuality and profaneneſs, 


A T0 <> Wet, 1 r 
1 Have ſhewa in the former. chapter, that men will 


never be hindered from falling into criminal offences, 
unleſs they are cured. of their. ſenſual, and corrupt diſ- 
poſitions. But oh, what a difficult work is this to do! 
alas]! where ſhall we begin? or by what means is it 


to be ſet about? how fhail men's hearts be come at, 


fo that their ſenſual inclinations may be rooted out, and 


their minds turned to the purfuit of holineſs, and heavenly 


things ? how ſhall this be done for men, who at preſent 
have an averſion to. it themſelves ?—what ſhall be able 
to cure the drunkard of his fondneſs for idle company, 
and liquor, and put him upon ſeeking earneſtly after 
that meat which endureth to eternal life ?— what ſhall 
be able to purify the heart of the fearleſs whoremonge: ? 
or put a ſtop to that ſhameful cuſtom of filthy talking? 
or change the blaſpheming rage of the prophane 


{wearer into meek. civility and the fear of an oath? we 


may ſay with St. Paul, who, or what is ſufficient for 
+ theſe things ? who ſhall deliver poor unthinking men 
from ſuch deadly habits? and when one conſiders, how 
deeply theſe vices appear to be rivited in them, how 
_ readily they yield to them, and how unwilling they are 
to be told of them, one may almoſt be tempted to de- 
ſpair of doing any good with them, and. be ready to 
ſay, as we often hear it ſaid, /o it always.was, and ſo it 
always will be, But God forbid ! ſurely there is no need 
to uſe this hopeleſs, this faithleſs proverb, in a chriſtian 
nation. For why? though men are very hard to be 
wiought upon, for their good; yet have they no ſenſe? 

yy 1 SIN Rs a have 


| Which we ſee too many fad inſtances, But ſenſuality and profaneneſs daily 
win their * ten thouſands; and, my brethren ! let the poer of ; odlinefs 
once prevail, to baniſh theſe ruinous vices from among you, and the 
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have they no underſtanding left? do they know: n 
difference between glory and name, between eaſe and 
pain, between happineſs and miſety, between heaven 
and hell ? have unthinking men no notion of fear, or 
hope, or gratitude, er love? is there no ſpark. of true 
wiſdom left in ſuch men's ſouls, which may be flirred: 
up in then, into a bright and holy flame? ate out un- 
thinking b:ethren ſo far gone in wirkedneſs, that they 
are turned into very brutes indeed ? ſo that they nevet 
can be brought oft, from their vile Tufts, and from the 


vanity of their minds. No, this is not the true way of 


conſidering the caſe. Why ſhould tor give men over 
for loſt, When Ged never gives them over ? © though 
+ cheir fins be as ſeatlet or crimſon, they may become 
© as White as ſnow,” they may get the better of all their 


bad habits, and become holy and happy creatufes, if 


they will but heaken to what God; and their own fes. 
fon have tc ſay to them, Come now, let us reaſon tow 
+ gether ſaith the I. id, & c. Yes, my dear, precious 
fouls! . yz ou may every one of you become holy and 
happy, if you pleaſe. It is deſparaging the grace and 
poodniefs of Grd, to fay, that ſonie mes bub ohuays given 
teay to ſenſual luſis, and always will: they who fay ſo, 
ſeem not to be ſenſible of the damnißg nature of ſuch. 


fins ;- they do net conſider the value of men's ſouls, or 


elſe they could never ſpeak with ſuch ſtupid indifference 
on ſo melancholy a ſubject. It ſhews a ſtrange lig hineſs 
of mind, for any one to ſay, with an air of uncencern,. 
that mankind cannot be cured tf their Peſhly tuft ; for what 


js this, but ſaying that ſome men cannot be ſaved from 


damnation? and oh! who can bear to think, without 
the deepeſt anguiſh, of any one's dwelling with ever- 
© laſting burnings.“ But why ſhould we deſpair of mak- 
iog all matikind beiter? God hath never given them 
obe, - our mercifu} Creator, who made us al} for the 
bleſſed enjoy ment of his own preſence, hath been con- 
tinually uſing every wiſe means to make men holy, and 
happy, at all times ever ſince the world began, down 10 


this day. And can we imagine that n | 
- | | | pPains 


pains Htth been "thrown away? Kath | Gat been ſtriving 
in vain "with man for fo many thouſand years?- cer- 
tfainly not-multitudes of happy fouls in all ages, have, 
no doubt, anſwered their Creator's tare, and been pre- 
ſerved pure and blameleſs from the corruptions of the 
world. But God Almighty hath been always endes. 
vouring to ſnercoſ that Woppy numdet, and to n the 
number of thofe, who'are daily going in the broad w 
of deſtruction. It is his will that none periſh, but 

that ALL ſhould come to repentance. = This plainly 
| ſHhews that we ought never to'deſpair of maling mem 
better; and certain it is, that the mote pains God's 
fervants take in winning ſouls, the more there will by 
ſaved, in every 3ge, and every nation: fo that oll of 


may be tecovered, to your unſpeakable comfort, if 


ou can but be made to attend to thoſe plain reaſons, 
and motives, by which a wiſe and good God is ever 
perſuading you — What theſe reaſons and motives are, I 
ſhall now lay before you; and the influence, which 
.they may be Nen to have upon = hearts and 


lives, is what 1 mean by the POWER of SOR 
LtNESS. 
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Br le et I Fat minds of men, that 

15 fon- 1s wneajy de them, becauſe it 1s unnatur al. 


AM now to fet before you, whit God Altnighty 
hath done, te make you holy, and what . reaſon 
you have to be 8 1 
Do but took within yourſelves, and you- all find 
there the cleareſt — why you ſhould take care to 
keep yourfelves pute. You ein find, that your ve 
conſtitution and nature require it; that God hath ' 


made and framed you, that unleſs you be Holy ad 


virtuous, you cannot poſſibly be happy in yourſelves. 
God bath placed in your breaſts teaſorr and conſcience? 
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and encourage you, when you act arigbt; but 
upbraid, taey accuſe, they condemn you when you do 
amiſs ; and whilſt you continue. to do amiſs, they will 
never let you reit in peace, Every act of wickedneſs 
throws your whole inward frame into diſorder; it makes 


rights again, till you are returned into the way of holi- 
neſs and goodneſs, and have continued therein, far 
ſome long time I would aſk any one of you, whether 
you do not find this to be the caſe? and then, it is the 
eleareſt reaſon, that can be, to convince you of the 
neceſſiiy of holineſs; for you ſee, that your very nature 
requires it of you; you feel the obligation of it within 

your ſelues 3- you feel,. that God hath ſo made you, that 
you muſt be holy, or elſe you are wretched; ſo that 
vou have a-continual call to holineſs and goodneſs, in 
ou own minds, 1 n, would but attend to t. 
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Every man's own mind alſo tells him, that G bates fs 
and will puniſh it. | 


OU have juſt now ſeen, that God! made = 


— 


he fo? becauſe they are agreeable to him, and this too 
is what your own minds tell you. Fhat reaſon, and: 


conſcience, which God hath placed in your breaſts, 


teach you, that he loveth righteouſneſs, and will re- 


ward it, but that * he haieth- all wickedneſs,” and will 
puniſh it. The Pſalmiſt rightly ſays, © he that planted 


* the ear, ſhall- he not hear? he that formed the eye, 


£ ſhall he not ſec ?* and in-like manner, he that hach 


placed in man a conſcience of good and evil, ſhall not 
he reward the one, and puniſh the other ? Here | again 


appeal to every man's own ſelf. Whenever you think 


. ſeriouſly on God, does he not appear to your minds, as 
an holy, pure, kind, and good Being ? Do- not your 
own minds tell you, that fleſbly luſts are Contrary to 

11 his 
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you at odds with yourſelves, and n ſet you to 


framed you, * virtue and holineſs; and why did 
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hls pure nature] that giving way to ſinful luſts makes 


you unlike God; that it ſets you at odds with him, 
and that you can never expect his approbation and 
favour, ſo long as you are apt to fall into drinking, or 
whoredom, or to indulge any of your fleſhly appetites? 
I am ſure, your on minds do tell you fo, whenever 
you think at- all of the matter. This truth is deeply 
engraven upon the heart of every man. It is written 


within you by the finger of God; and though you 22 ö 


be ſo Careleſs as not to regard it, yet you cannot blot 

out. The apprehenſion that God hateth wickedneſs; is 
a natural one; it is a part of a man's ſelf, and no man 
can alter himſelf; you cannot undo the worle of God, 
who made you; "a ſecrets dread of his diſpleaſure: will 
bang upon the mind of him that is impure, and filchy 
in his doings; and there is no ſuch thing as getting rid 
of this dread, ſo long as you continue to be ſq. A man 


may keep this inward dead to bimſelf perhaps; he 


may appear chearful and gay in his outward catriage; 
he may wantonly boaſt of his frolicks, and gloty ta 
his ſhame, when he gets among his looſe companions, 
too many of whom there are to keep him in coutite= 
nance, and to harden him and themſelves in wickedneſs; 
but for all that, the man is never righ'ly at eaſe, all 
the While. In fuch laughter, the heart is often ſor- 
© rowful, and the end of that mirth is heavineſs.“ Such 
a man may make a' ſhift to appear undiſturbed among 


men, and nobody may know, what tbe real ſtate of his 


mind is; bat he is like a wounded bird, whoſe hurt 
none can ſee; he carries his grief along with him, 


wherever he goes; the poiſened arrow of guilt ſticks 


faſt in him, it preys upon his vitale, it eats up his ſpi- 


rit ; whereas the man that lives under the true fear of 


God, and walks holily, and dutifully before him, feels 
his heart at perfect eaſe: this is not that falſe calm, 
which is owing to'a want of thought; but it is 2 well 
grounded comfort, which he hath, in looking carefully 
into himſelf ; becauſe he can do it with pleaſure, in an 
humble, but joyful ſenſe of God's * and 
ny | | vaur. 
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were, in your heat, to deter you from them; and to 


15 A Pheſervative from 
favour.— My brethren, this inward ſenſe of God's favour 
or diſpl- — is a REAL: THING. Nothing in the 
world is more certain; all men are agreed in it, Every 
man ſhews it, at certain times, whether he will or no. 
Charge any one with a fault, and it puts his whole 
frame: into motion; his blood comes in his face, or elſe; 
perhaps he turns pale, in an inſtant; his eye wanders, 
and he cannot bcar to look you in the face; his voice 
faulters, and perhaps his joints ttemble; this ſhewe 
that there is a conſcience in every man, and that though 
it be aſleep in ſome, yet, whenever it is ſtirred up, and 
awakened, the power of it is great, and cannot be hid 
den; the more; you give youtſelves leave to conſider, 
the more fully you wel every day, be convinced, that 
this is the cafe 3 and you will look upon it, as a moſt 
clear and forcible reaſon, why you ought. to overcome 
the ſinful Juſts of the fleſh, to find, that God is, as it 
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| God invites men to confider, by bis daily merci. 
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leſs of their beſt - intereſts, and they are not apt 
to walk by the light of that reafon and conſcience, that 
© candle of the Lord,” which he hath placed in their 
minds ; (1 ſay, be cauſe this firſt inſtance of God's 
goodneſs, in mekirg you, is often of litthe uſe in di- 
iecting your conduct) therefore he tries another method 
with. you.,, When reaſon and conſcience within fail of 
keeping yo pure, God calls upon yoù, from without, 
by bis providences. He hath 0 diſpoſed the frame of 
the whole world, that under his wiſe all-ſeeing eye, 
things are centinually happening, which may awakea 
your reaſon within, you, and put you upon thinking on 
"ws ne * ate in danger. of en him. . 
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'UT becauſe men's evil habits make them thought» 


Cri . 77 Ofentcis. * | . 19 
The mercies which you daily receive; ibe riſing 
of the fun fo duly . morning; and the renewing 
of the moon in her regular ſeaſons, to give light by 
night, are wonderfully calculated to bring, every days 
to your thoughts, the never -· ceaſing power and good - 
neſs of our God; who made and who directs, with ſuch 
great exactneſs, theſe amazing bodies, which are ſeen by 
the face of the whole earth, and which are fo: beautiful, 
ſo uletul, and fo neceſſary for our preſent comfortable 
habitation, — The blefling of rain and fruitful ſeaſons, 
by which our kind Creator is continually providing fot . 
the 'ea:th; whilſt-it fills you with food and gladnels, is 
alſo intended-to inſpire your hearts with gratitude, a 
to keep up in you a ſenſe of dutiful obcdience to him; 
whoſe bountiful hand diſpenſes theſe good things to ο 
for your bodily uſe.— I might here mention ten thouſan 
inſtances of God's continual watchfulneſs over. you. 
. his wiſe care in providing for your health, convenience; 
and comfort. And if you had but a true thought of 
what you eat, and drink, and hear, and ſmell, and ſer; 
every day of your lives, you would learn to conſider 
them All, as ſo many occaſions to make you think upon 
Ged, and ie, Nr att ame ena oxs þ 
him in holineſs, - 
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5 21 ur's to awaken men to nfl, 5 ſnd 
Judgments in the earth. 


UT 1 are apt to overlook God's 4% 
mereies, An they are common, and ſo that 
which ought to make you more thankful, makes you 

more heedleſs of his care for you; therefore in pity co 
pour folly, God hath appointed that his judgments; his 
atflictiag providences, -ſhou!d- viſit you, that his rod 

might teach you to temember him, when his mercies 

cannot. — The thunder is provided to roar over: y 

ens to awe PM giddy minds into reverence for that 
„ « glorious 
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20 A Prgſervative from . 
© glorious God, who maketh the thunder, and to ſettle 
if in your minds, that © with: him is terrible majeſty. 
And the thunderbolt, by God's appointment, as the 
© lighting down of his arm, ſometimes proves fatal 

to your houſes, your cattle, and your lives, to enfoi ce 
upon you the remembrance, that your all is in his hand, 


and that you have no where to flee to for ſhelter, when he 
directs his deſtroying angel to execute his wiſe counſels, 


— Earthquakes, hurricanes, overflowing ſhowers, ſick- 
ly ſeaſons, ſcarcity of bread, fires, all the diſaſters which 
belong to your preſent ſtate, are wiſely intended to keep 
the woild awake, leſt men ſhould: go on forgetful - of 

their Maker, abuſing his mercies, and plunging 


themſelves into miſery and ruin. Even death itſelf was 


mercifully ordained to be, at once, the cure and the 
penalty of ſin; that you might have it, as a continual 
warning before your eyes, not to make a wrong uſe of 
this'preſent world, but that you may take care to be 
always ready for your great and evetlaſting change ; 


becauſe every day ſhe we, that none of you- know ] ho 


e fun 22 ning ho wah 272 
Thus you ſee, that all God's working, his making 
you at firſt, the manner in which he framed all things 
in the world, and in which he directs them ever ſince, 


+ iu 


is all mercifully and wiſely contrived for your good, to 
promote your preſent welfare and everlaſting happineſs. 


If you have not been uſed to think of this, it will not 


appear to you ſo plain at firſt; but the more you do 


think of it, the more you will be convinced of it every 

day, and you will come, in time, to ſee and adore the 
hand of God in every thing that your eyes behold, or 
that happens in the world. Vou will come to conſider 


this world, as a place into which God hath ſent you, 


To be fitted for heaven; and that all things in it are ſo 


diſpoſed, as to work together for your everlaſting good, 
if you will but make that uſe of them which God in- 


ends you ſhould. + O that you were wiſe,” and then 


you would find continual occaſions for bleſſing and. 


praiſing God, with awful truſt and reverential love, for 


what 


8 


Criminal Offences,” 1:1. 28 


what you are and what you have; and in this way, 
whilft * enjoy the on 2 — happineſs of this world, 
you will be e an 
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Ged bath þ been calling upon men, by his holy prophets, « ever 
ſince the world began. 


things 3 becauſe reaſon and conſcience are often 
diſregarded, and even ſtupified in you, dy bad habits 
and by evil examples: fince neither the numberleſs mer- 
cies, by which God invites you, nor his judgments, by 
which he would awaken you, prove always ſucceſsful : 
ſince the ſtill voice of God, ſpeaking to you inwardly 
in your-conſciences, and outwardly by his works, are 
not ſufficiently attended to; therefore he hath expreſsly 
and plainly ſpoken to you, by the mouth of wy men, 
his ſervants, the prophets. 

If you read the books of Genes and Bid you will 
there ſee; how God was always watching over mankind, 


to keep them holy and good; and at a time when the - 


wickedneſs of men was grown to a great height, you are 
told how he brought a flood of waters, which covered 
the face of the whole earth, and drowned them all, ex- 
cept Noah and his family, who were a righteous gene- 

ration, whom he taught to build an ark, or ſhip, in 
Which they were preſerved till the waters were abated. 
You read alſo, how God Almighty ſpike to the chil- 
dren of Iſrael from mount Sinai, from amidſt thunder- 
ings and lightenings, and out of the midſt of the fire, 


which appeared to conſume the mountain, though it 
burnt notbing : and that at that time, Meſes had the ten 


commandments given him, written upon two tables of 
ſtone, with the finger of God. You may there read 


alſo, the many other wonders which God did by Moſes, 
to keep up the knowledge of himſelf . mankind ; 
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chat they might keep his commandments for their good 
* always,” And in ſhort, you may read in the bible, 


bow at all times; ever ſince the world began, God Al- 


mighty bath been uſing ſuch methods, as, in his_wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs, he ſaw moſt proper to keep men 


| —_ | 


But alas, all this was not enough for perverſe men; 


for though many were the better for it, and we are al- 


ſured that there will be a very great multitude of happy 


ſouls, which no man can number, out of all nations, 


kindreds and people, from the beginning of the world to 


the end of it, who ſhall come to praiſe God in heaven, 


for giving them warning; yet there were ſtill too many, 
who were not made better by all the pains that-God had 


beſiowed-upon them. And it might melt the hardeſt — | 


heart, to hear how tenderly their mereiful Creator la- 
ments over the blindneſs and ſtupidity of ſuch unthink+ 


ing creatures. Oh! that they were wiſe, that they 


© underſtood this, that they. would conſider their latter 


end. Oh that there were ſuch an heart in them, 


© that they would fear me, and keep all my command : 


© ments always, that it might be well with them, and 
with their children for ever. Hear O heavens, and 
C give ear, O earth, for the Lord bath ſpoken, | have 


© nouriſhed and brought up children, and they have re- 


©. belled againſt me.—Ah, ſinful nation ! why ſhould ye 
© be ftricken any more i But come now, Jet us reaſon 


©. together ſaith the Lord; though your fins be as ſcarlet, 
they ſhall be white as ſnow, though they be red like 
* crimſon, they ſhall be as weol, For why will ye 
« die, O ye houſe of Ia? ?: 


U 
* 


Thus does the almighty father of mercies mourn over | 
ſuch of his poor unthinking creatures, who would by no 


means be hindered from running upon their own ruin, 


And though theſe things were done in the days of old; 
yet the ſcripture tells us, that they were intended for 


examples to us, and as ſuch, that God took caie to have 
them written for our inſtructioun ET 
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What ſaith the ſeripture, how ſhall I give thee 
+ up Ephraim f how ſhall I deliver thee [/razl P—Can a 
© woman forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhauld not 
s have compaſſion on the ſon of her womb-?! Les, 2 


woman may forget her ſucking child, yet will not the 
Lord forget to warn and to ſtriue with his diſobedient 


creatures, whoſe ſouls are ever piecious in his ſight, ſo 


long as there is any hope of bringing ibem to be holy, 
that they may be appy. No, my. brethren! God is 


very loth to give over che wicked for. loſt. He told 


them of old time, that though men's deſtruction was of 
their own ſeeking, yet ſtill ne bad in ſtore for them 
further help. — That there was one method more to be 
tried with men, when all others had, in great meaſure, 
failed. This promiſe is now fulfilled to us as chriſtians. 
«GOD, WHO AT SUN DRY TIMES, AND IN 
« DIFF ERENT MANNERS SPAKE, IN TIME 
« PAST, TO-MANKIND;. BY THE PROPHETS, 
4 HATH, IN THESE LAST DAYS, SPOKEN TG 
« US BV HIS SON.“ God: fo loved the world, that 
© he gave his only begotten Son ;* he © delivered” him 
up for us all,” to ſave us from miſery and ruin, that 
©. whoſoever believeth i in him,“ . whoſoever will be a true 
follower of Jeſus Chriſt, might not go on to © periſh” in 
his ſins, 5 but” be brought to hve. holily and happily, in 


this preſent wo. ld, and. baue, in the! world do come, 


s eternal liſe,' - 
Oh! wy breihinn !: Oh! that H could but bring you 
to be acquainted with this © glorious goſpel of the 
of God.” For if you will — lend an attentive ear te 
what the * Lord of life came from heaven to teach 
« you, be will give you an + underſtanding heart to 


know the truth, and yOu: will find it to * n 


. power 
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eſt dena that ever befel you. Like the new chri 


power of God unto ſalvation, So St. Paul calls it; 
ſo he found it by experience, both as to himſelf and 
many others, to whom he took ſuch earneſt pains in 

teaching it. It was able to reform thoſe who were 
© dead, as it were, in treſpaſſes and fins ;* and ſo 


the ereatefi ſinner would — it, if he could be made 
to take heed, If once à glimpſe of the eternal world 


did but dart into your minds, through the knowledge of 
Chriſt ; and were you put upon enquiting, in good ear- 


neſt, what you muſt do to be ſaved; you would then 
de let into ſuch a clear fight of things, and have ſuch 
wonderful and engaging truths laid open to your view, 
as muſt needs make your hearts melt within you, and 
| king you to a renewed, holy ſtate. Here you will ſee 
| the k love of God in Chriſt Jeſus, ſo firongly, ſo tender- 


ly inviting. you, by the . greateſt of kindneſſes done to 
our ſouls, that 
earts ta him, to do his will, to obtain his favour, and 
to 2 his glory. Oh! that I could but make you 


in to perceive the . excellency of the knowledge 


of Tan Jeſus our Lord ' you would think it the 2 

ians 
of whom we read in the acts of the apoſtles, you would 
be daily praiſing God for it; you would then know 
what it is, like them, to eat your meat with gladneſs 


ans fiogleneſs: of heart; and you would wiſh to make 


ur companions as bappy as yourſelves; you would be 
25 ubliſhing theſe glad tidings' to others ; z. inſtead of 
talking about oy vain, and trifling, and wicked ſub- 
ject, as you now do, you would be endeavouring to ad- 


miniſter grace to the hearers. You would be telling 
your friends what God hath done for your ſouls; be- 
cauſe you would know how to pity the condition of 
thoſe, whoſe hearts you NOR! to be rangers to 7 
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you cannot help giving up your whole 
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Jeriptures. 


N D now, my readers, I come to ſt 5 you, | 
what. this png Loſpel of the Son of God is, — but 
indeed, I am not able to ſpeak of it as it deſerves. 
The word of .God alone, can Dai pe deſcribe to 
you the excellenc La] his goſ If you, would fully 
know, what the Fri 25 done for your ſouls, 
you muſt careful) 400% and ;piouſly meditate on the 
holy ſeriptures, e the New Teſtament. There 
ou will find all the treaſures of true-wiſdom and know. 
7 | There your ſouls. may feaft, as with marrow 
fatneſs, whilſt you read of all that the bleſſed Jeſus 
did and taught; of which I ſhall now endeavour to give 
ou ſome ſhort account, that it may entice you to read 
it, more fully, in the hol ſcriptures, yourſelves, and 
draw the * water 7 * ©» out of thoſe "WO of fal- 
vation, : 
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The id works, which our : Lord d Fefus Chr i wroughts 

tte "remarkable tgſlimonies, which" be received from be- 

ven, the wonders, which happened at his death, his 

- glorious reſurrection, and his aſcenſion into IO" are iT. 
abundant proofs that God had fent bim. 37% 


\HE firſt, thing, which I muſt take notice- of to 
a ou, is, that the bleſſed Jeſus wrought miracles, 
when he came among us. He did a great number of 
mighty works, which were beyond. Fi the power of 
man to do. He made the blind to ſee, and the deaf to 
bear in an inflant, by a word's ſpeaking. He cured g 
ſome, that were ſick of fevers, and juſt at the paint of 
death, without ſo much as ſeeing them, and even when 
ne was yet a great way off 8 tem. dome were * 
e 
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- red of old diſeaſes, by touching the of his garment, 
He cured perſons, who wete poſſeſſed with devils, ra- 
ging mad, and the became immediately calm, and in 
their right mind. He fed five thouſand people, till they 
were ſatisfied, with five loaves and two ſmall fiſnes; and 
when they had done eating, there was as much, or more 
left, than there was at fuſt, In like manner, he alſo 
fed four. thouſand, at another time. He ſtilled the ra- 
ring waves of the ſea, and it became calm. He alſo 

' Taiſed many to life again, ' after they had been dead ſome. 
days, and even buried. Tbeſe, and many other works 
of this. kind, our Lord was doing, every day, openly, 
in the ſight of all the people, who were fully convinced, 


that they were done by the mighty power of God. And bi 
to crown the whole, he aroſe from the dead himſelf. He 
had told bis enemies, as well as his diſciples, that he ” 
would do ſo; and accordingly, after they had crucified Cc 
him, after they had ſeen him expire in agonies upon the. on 
croſs; after one of the ſoldiers bad pierced his fide with J 
- a ſpear, ſo that blood and the water, which is about fa 
the heart, came out of the wound ; after he had hung « 
upon the croſs for ſome. time longer, and was then taken 4 
down, dead, and, in the fight of all men, buried in a th 
new tomb, which was hewn in-a rock; and though the th 
entrance of the tomb was ſealed. up, by his enemies, * 
and a guard of ſoldiers was ſet to watch it; yet on the ec 
third day aftet his death, that is, on the Sunday morn- 


ing, (he being crucified on the Friday) there was a 
| | Ran earthquake, an angel came and rolled away the 
ſtone from the door of the ſepulchre,—and the Lord 
Jeſus roſe triumpbantly* from the grave to life again, 
and ſhewed himſelf openly, by many infallible proofs, 
eating and drinking, and converſing with his diſciples, 
| for forty days together; during which time, he gave 
- . them many inſtructions for preaching the goſpel ; and 
then, when they were all met together, he bleſſed them, 
and as ee ſtedfaſtly on him, he was ta- 
ken up into heaven, before their eyes, and a cloud re- 
ceiyed him out of their hr. 
en, TI's I might | 


— 


4 


1 might have mentioned before, that, when our bleſ- 
ſed Lord bewed his ſacred head upon the croſs, . and 
gave up the ghoſt, the beholders were convinced of his 
high dignity, by what happened at the time.— There 
came a ſudden arkneſs over the whole land, for three 
hours together,, from twelve o'clock at mid - day, till 
three in the afternoon, - the earth did quake, - the rocks- 
were rent,. many holy perſons aroſe out of their graves, 
and were ſeen by many in the city; and the veil of the 
temple, that is, a large curtain which was between the 
body of the temple and the Holy of Holies, was torn 
aſunder from the top to the bottom. 7050 
There was alſo a centarion, that is, a captain, with a 
band of ſoldiers keeping guard at our Lord's crucifixion; 
and when the man ſaw the earthquake, and the unae- 
countable darkneſs which happened, he could not help 
conſidering them, as the doings of heaven, in honour of 
our ſuffering Redeemer z and when he heard the bleſſed 
Jeſus praying to his heavenly Father for his murderers, 
ſaying, Father forgive them, for they know not what 
© they do; and crying with a loud voice, Father into 
© thy hands I commend my ſpirit, when he yielded up 
the ghoſt; it had ſuch an effect upon the centurion, that 
though he had never regarded Chriſt before, and perhaps 
had joined with the Jews in deriding him, yet now, he 
could not help crying out, truly this was the Son of 
God. - And every man, who conſiders all theſe things 
put together, muſt be ſatisfied in his own mind, that the 
whole was of Gods Every man knows, that nothing 
but the power of God could do theſe miracles which 
Chriſt did; and muſt be convinced, that God was with 
him: the plaineſt man living is as good a judge in this 
matter as the wiſeſt; a man that is no ſcholar, can fee 
and hear ſuch things as theſe, and can judge of them as 
well as the moſt learned. — In ſhort, God is now con- 
vincing your eyes, and your ears, that he hath ſent his 
Son among you. — Vou may ſay to yourſelves, as the 
poor blind man did, to whom our Saviour reſtored his 
ſight; © ſince the world began, it was never heard. that 
„ * |: bps any 
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any one opened the eyes of one that was born blind.“ 
And, that if our Saviour were not of God, he could 
© have done no ſuch things. The plaineſt man can tell 
this, and the jewiſh doctor, Nicodemus, could do no more. 
© Maſter, (ſaid he t6 Chriſt) we know that thou art a 
© teacher, come from God, for none can do the works 
< which thou doeſt, except God be with him.“ Not 
only the divine ſweetneſs of his temper, the heavenly 
wiſdom which flowed from his tongue, and the mighty. 
works, which we have been juſt now ſpeaking of, bear 
witneſs to him ; -but alſo, when he was baptized by 
John, there came a voice from heaven, which ſaid, this 
< js my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed,” * * 
: Afterwards, when Peter, James and Jobn, were with 
Chriſt in the holy mount, a bright cloud overſhadowed. 
£ them, and behold, a voice came out of the cloud, 
© which ſaid, this is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
„well pleaſed.” And once, as he was preaching in the 
midſt of Jeruſalem, and prayed, ſaying, * Father, glori- 
© fy thy name, there came a voice from heaven, ſaying, 
6 have both glorified it, and I will glorify it again.“ 
So that now it is equal'y plain, to the learned and un- 
learned, that it was God who enabled our bleſſed Lord 
to do what he did; that therefore he came upon God's 
errand, and hath brought us a meſſage from God, invi- 
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CN AGE; xyt. 
_ Who the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is, 


UT it will alſo help to make you mind this meſ- 
ſage of God the more, if you will conſider what a 
great and glorious perſon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is, who - 
Tame to bring it unte Ü. 
Our Lord declared, that God was his Father, and 
that he was the only begotten Son of God, — that he 
£ had glory with the Father before the world was made, 
and when he came upon earth, that he n 
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4 and came forth from God, and c that God had ſent 
© him.” by 
St. Paul far that Chriſt is the i image of the inviſible 
God, © the firſt born of every creature ; for by him 
+. were all things created, that ate in heaven and that are 
© in. earth,-<allthings were created by him, and for 
4 him, — and be is befote all things, and by him all 
things conſiſt, and he is the head of the body, the 
church, who is the beginning, the firſt-born from the 
dead ; that in all things he might have the pre-emi- 
© nence; for it pleaſed the F athens that 1 in him yo l 
all perfection dwell.“ 
| You read alſo in the epiſile to the Fan that 
God hath now ſpoken to us by his Son, whom he hath 
appointed Lord of all things, by whom alſo he made 
'© the worlds; who being the brightneſs of his father's 
glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, and up- 
0 holding all things by the word of his power, when he 
had himſelf purged our fins, fat down on the right 
hand of the majeſty on high, being made ſo much 
© better than the angels; as he hath b inheritance ob- 
«. tained a more excellent name than they, — even that 
of the Son of God, whom all the ange els of God are 
'* commanded: to worſhip,” and to whom the Fe ather 
faith, * Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever.“ He 
was alſo called by the . 0 LANG ENS. that is» 
1 God with us. | | 
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© 11 FA P. XVII. 
How . rught to pay attention to the Lord 7 ſus, 


HUS I have ſhewn you, who the Lord Jeſus 

. Chriſt is. Pray think ſeriouſly-on it, and ſetile it 
In your minds, that you may always remember what a 
gieat and glorious perſon he is; and then. it muſt needs 
induce you to obey his goſpel. Even if you had no 
care about your own happineſs, yet ſurely the authority 
and dignity of this SO 1 whom God hath 
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ſent, muſt command your profound attention, and ſilence 
every evil inclination in your ſouls, that ye may hearken 
to the awful meſſage which he brings you from heaven. 
Vou may be ſure, he would not have come, but upon bu- 
ſineſs of the greateſt conſequence and neceſſity. And in- 
deed fo it was. —He came to recover thoughtleſs ant 
corrupt men, from their ſinful, undone conditien: this 
Was a great and merciful undertaking ! —It was to ſave 
poor unthinkinꝑ, periſhing ſouls, from eternal damna- 
tion ! It was alſo a difficult undertaking ; every other 
method of making men holy had, in great meaſure, fail- 
ed of the deſired ſucceſs ; and therefore, it was a work 
for the Son of God himſelf to be employed in; it was 
worthy of God to interpoſe, in ſo pitiful a caſe ; and to 
interpoſe, as he did, in ſo powerful and ſo extraordinary 


. ,a manner.—lt was worthy of the bleſſed and almighty 


Father of heaven, to fend his glorious Son from heaven, 
and it was worthy the Son of God, to condeſcend to the 


_ compaſſionate office ;—the undertaking was weighty in- 


- deed, and a greater perſon could not have been employ- 
ed to execute it. No but think of this, chriſtians, aud 


lay your ſituation ſeriouſly to heart. Conſider upon 


what holy ground you ftand! and take heed that ye re- 
fuſe not him, that ſpeaketh to you from heaven. Con- 
ſider, how you deſerve to ſuffer the ſevereſt puniſhments 


of hell, if you are not reformed, by what God hath 
done for you by his Son, Jeſus Chriſt. If many have 


. deſervedly periſhed, for want of holineſs, who had no- 
thing but only their own reaſon and conſcience, to warn 
and inſtruct them ;—if many have deſeryedly periſhed, 
who, beſides reaſon and conſcience, have alſo had holy 
prophets to warn them; what muſt become of unholy 


chriſtians ? How much ſorer puniſhment do you deſerve, 


and will certainly undergo, if, beſides all the advan- 


tages which other men ever had, you have alſo ſo ta 
"Saviour as Chriſt come to you, and yet you refuſe o 
hear him. If you tread under foot the Son of God, by 


deſpiſing his calls, and will not be prevailed on il 
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brace thoſe kind offets of grace and mergy, which. he 
-hath ſealed. with his precious bloceea. 
My dear unthinking brethren ,! let me prevail upon you 

to conſider, where about yo are. Stand ſtil} for a 
while z—let us reaſon together on this great occaſion.— 
Conſider, who it is with whom you have to do, Con- 
ſider, -who it is that ſtands in the way z that is come 
from hea ven, to ſtop. you in your. preſent courſe, to lead 
you qut of the road which will end in deſpair and ruin, 
and to bring you into the path of life. If Chriſt does 
nat cure you of ſin, who can ? If you will not hearken 


: N 


to him, whom will you hearken to? God could not 
ſend you a gteater ſaviour.— All the angels of God wor- 
ſhip him, for his exalted dignity and excellence; and 
ſurely, it muſt be the greateſt folly and madneſs for you 
not to regard him, who laid aſide his glory and dwelt ore . 

earth, in the likeneſs of a man, purely to ſerve you in 
your greateſt concerns! Who underwent the bittereſt 
hardſhips. and ſufferings, in endeavouring to. ſave you 
from the damnation of hell, and to bring you to be par- 
takers of his happineſs, in glory eveclaſting! g: 
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Our Lord Jeſus Chrift bath confirmed and enforced every 
motive 2 di men ever had 4. and alſs 

made the fulleſt diſcovery of future rewards and puni 

I T was to bring careleſs men to their right mind, that 
1 this divine Saviour came from heaven to earth. His 
prone labour was to put men upon acting, as their own 
nſe. and reaſon, ought to have taught them to do, with» 
out his coming, and without his undergoing what he 
did, to teach them. Why do you not (ſays he) even 
of yourſelves, judge, or think, that Which is right.— 
Surely you will give heed to Chriſt, becauſe every thing: 
that he teaches, is what your own minds and conſeiences 
muſt approve of; ſo you will find, when you come to 
: Mawes i learn 


* # Preſervative fl 
Hearn of him. The more you think of his bleſſed words, 
mie more you will reHſiſh and admire them';—they will 
be ſweet to your ſouls; and you will be convinced, by 
experience, that it is the ttue happineſs of your nature, 
to have his words abiding in you, guiding your wiſhes 
and directing your 8 but lend a willing ear, 
to hear what your Saviour ſays to you ;—hear him with 
an honeſt heart, and then, I am fure, you will be drawn 
to obey him, by every motive that can have weight 
with reaſonable creatures, 01nd 
* You will be drawn by the authority of God the Fa- 
| ther, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, —You' will be drawn 
| by the approbation of your own reaſon and conſciences; 
you will be drawn by your own intereſts z—your 
. | _  preateſ}, preſent, and everlaſting intereſts; —you will be 
: 'Yrawn by your preſent well-being, your ſafety, comfort, 
peace, and credit, in this world ;—you will be drawn 
1 by love and gratitude, to that kind friend who died for 
your ſakes ;—and you will be drawn by the ſure and 
| "certain expectation of everlaſting life, or eternal damna- 
tion, which.in your own minds you could not help fore- 
Poding, and looking for, but is now brought clearly to 
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light, by the goſpel of the Son of God. 
Our bleſſed Lord hath. renewed and confirmed, every 
.:teaſon, every. call to holineſs, which mankind ever had 
| before; and hath: enforced them upon your. hearts, in 
the moſt powerful and winning manner. He came to 
glorify the name of God among men; that is, to con- 
vince men of his power, his holineſs, and gaodneſs.— 
He was ever reminding men, that all things are ordered 
and directed by God ;—that nothing ſhall happen to us, 
not Even an hair of our heads be loft, but according as 
he ſees fit to permit it; — that the common bleſſings and 
tommon afflictions of life, are under his providential 
tyez and that * except we repent,” and make a proper 
vie of this preſept world, a thouſand calamities are 
hangiog over our heads, to chaſtiſe us for our benefit, or 
do deſtroy us, when his patience is wearied out, and he 
Leos fit to wait no longer for our amendment. Fe 
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As to the next world likewiſe, — your own minds and 


conſciences tell you, that God will reward the righteous, 


and puniſh the wicked. But becauſe worldly things, and 
bad habits, deaden theſe natural apprehenſions of con- 
ſcience, therefore (our bleſſed Lord hath remedied this 
evil,)—Chriſt's preaching hath reſtored theſe apprehen- 
ſions of 'reaſon and conſcience, to their full authority. 
What God had before written in your minds, concern- 


ing the world to come, he hath alſo written the ſame 
with pen and ink, and ſealed it with the blood of his 


Son Jefus Chriſt, —If you have but eyes to ſee, or ears 
.to hear, you are now, upon God's authority, aſſured of 
what your own mind whiſpered to you before; you 


know not only in general, that it ſhall be well with 
the righteous,” and that the wicked ſhall be puniſned; 


but Chriſt bath plainly told you, how, and in what man- 
ner, this ſhall be done in the end of this world. Chriſt” 
;hath brought life and immortality to light, and 
hath alſo made death and damnation, to be without a: 
coverings So that you cannot be ignorant, if you would. 
Lou have no excuſe for your fins. Whoſoever is damn- 
ed, it is his own notorious fault; he hath the cleareſt 
daylight: to protect his ſteps; he knows, he ſees his 


happineſs and his danger, ſo that if he falls into the pit, 
it is with his eyes open, If you would' but have any- 


true thought, yon may know, by the life you lead, and 
by what daily paſſes in your own minds, what your con- 
dition will be in the next world; you may fatisfy your- 


ſelves whether you belong to God or not; and your 
cannot but. be ſenſible of your danger, when you are in 


the way that leads to deſtruction. 55 
. e eee n 
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Chriſt himſelf hath told you, that in the laſt great day, 
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his glory,—then the voice of the archan 


— —— - — > d ons 


to enjoy his bliſsful preſence, T 


* 


© he will come in the clouds of heaven, and all the bo- 
ly angels with him, and he will fit upon the throne of 


gel, which is the 
trump. of God, ſhall ſound, which all that are in their 
raves ſhall hear, and ſhall come forth.; the ſea alſo 
Wall give up the dead that are therein, and they fhall all 
ſtand upon their feet, as an exceeding great army; and 
they too, who ſhall be then alive upon the earth, ſhall 
be ranged, in the twinkling of an eye, into new bodies, 
and ſhall come to judgment.——Behold } every eye ſhall 


ſee him! The book of accounts ſhall be opened, and 


every one, both great and ſmall, ſhall be judged, out of 
the things which are written in the book, ety, to. 
om 


his works. And he ſhall ſeparate the righteous 


among the wicked, as a ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from 


the goats, ſetting the righteous on his right. hand, and 
the wicked on his left. Then he ſhall pronounce to his 


and faithful ſervants on his right hand, this joyful 
ntence; come I oh delightful ſound ! come, ye bleſſed 


of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you, 
from the beginning of the world; come, and take poſ- 
ſeſſion of that ble 


ſtate, for which I made and intend- 
ed you, and of which you have ſhewed yourſelves wor- 


thy. - Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will then receive them to 


himſelf, that where he is, there may alſo his ſervants 
be,. —to behold his glory which bis Father hath given 


him ;—and then ſhall they ſhine forth as the ſun in the 
kingdom of their Father, and his Father, with ever- 


laſting joy upon all their heads.“ 

To the wicked he will pronounce, * depart ye curſed, 
into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels. For why # Their iniquities have ſeparated ba- 
tween them and their God: ſo that they can never come 
hey are raiſed from the 
grave, as well as the righteous, but alas ! theirs is tho 


_reſurreQion of damnation, The wicked are reſerved to 


the day of deſtruction z they ſhall be brought forth 
to the day of wrath ; they ſhall be puniſhed with 
everlaſting deſtruction, from the preſence of the - 
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They ſhall be turned into hell, where their worm dieth 
nat, and their fire is not quenched ; there ſhall be 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, and they have no reſt 
day nor night, and the ſmoke of 151 torments aſcend- 
eth up ſor ever and ever. 

Such are the different ends of the righteous ghteous and the 
wicked, as Chriſt himſelf hath laid it before py ; and 
as your own minds incline you to expect. For, now 


do but aſk your own minds the queſtion ; id it not fit 705 


and right, that holy ſouls, who have been always imita- 
ting the' goodneſs of God, doing no harm to any, but 
all the — they. were able to all men, 'who- 
have been endeavouring to be as like God as they can,. 
in holineſs of heart and practice, and who have perhaps 
undergone many difficulties and hardſhips, rather than 


forſake the paths of holineſs and goodneſs, Do not 


your own. minds tell you, that it is fit and right, that 
they ſhould be lodged ſafe at laſt in the arms of the di- 
vine mercy and fayour ? That as they have made a true 
uſe of this world, they ſhould paſs on to that everlaſting: 
ſtate of bleſſedneſs, which God hath. ene for lock 
as are worthy of it? k 34 
Alſo, aſk yourſelves another queſtion; . Is not the: | 
judgment of God juſt againſt them that do evil? Againſt 
men that have fo ſadly contradicted the will of God, 
and not anſwered the end for which he made them ?—- 
Ves, your reaſon tells you, that they are unſit to enter 
into the happineſs which was intended for them, and 
therefore they. muſt be caſt into hell, which was not in- 
tended for them, but for the devil and his angels only. 
So that now, tny. brethren, you have 3 natural 
fears and hopes confirmed, by the Son of 33 


God and your own nts rot both agree, in calli 


eſcape nr 
do you ſay ?— Oh } you + 85 
you do wiſh to be happy in heaven. Well, then voa. 
willown, E n the way-to be happy 3: and 
ä : You: 


\ 


4 J. Neves from. 
you know that ſin will make you miſerable. | What more 
deed you know, to make you overcome fin? n 
But perhaps, you may not have well conſidered, 


' what things are ſinful, ſo as to have a ſufficient dread of 


ſome vices, which you ſee often practiſed. Vour own 
donſcien es way tell you, that-drunkenneſs, whoredo 
lewd talking, and prophane curſing and ſwearing, wi 
make you miſerable hereafter; but for fear you ſhould 
not hearken to your conſciences in theſe reſpects, you 
ſhall now ſee, that Chriſt hath likewiſe taugbt you the 
ſame, and hath alſo ſhewn you the reaſon, why they 


who commit ſuch things, cannot poſſibly be happy in 


the world to come. 


% ((b 

A drunkard cannet be ſaved, and the reaſon why, 

O our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf hath declared, in 

) plain words, Take heed to yourſelves (faith he) 

+ £ Jeſt, at any time, your hearts be overcharged with ſur- 
< feiting, and drunkenneſs, and ſo that day come upon 


<.you unawares. For if the ſervant ſay in his heart, my 


Lord delayeth his coming, and-ſhall begin to eat, and 


4 drink, and be drunken; his Lord will come, when he 


is not aware,: and Will cut him aſunder, and appoint 
him his portion with unbelievers; there ſhall be weep- 
* ing'and'gnaſhing of teet n. 5 
St. Paul, in like manner, expreſsly ſays, that * drun> 


« kards ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God,'—And . 


again, he mentions * drunkenne(s,* as one of thoſe 


«>ings, which, whoſoever does, ſhall not inherit the 


s: (agdem of God”: in grnt gd annie, big 50% 
Thus you ſee, by the expreſs words of the goſpel, 


that one who is a drunkard, cannot go to heaven. 


And, my brethren I this is no new thing, which Chriſt 


brings to your ears. It. is not Chriſt that brought drun- 


kenneſs undet this dreadful ſentence; for * he came, not 
to concemn the world, but to ſave the world. Out 
dleſſed Lord laboured, and ſtill labours, to keep you 
8 tion 
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it harder for you to be ſaved, but #indly to ſhew you what 
| ys muſt do to be ſaved, He came to teach you, what a 
bleſſed place heaven is, and how holy you muſt be, to 
fit yourſelves for it. Drutikards would have periſhed 


' everlaſtingly, though our Lord Jeſus Chriſt had never 


told us ſo in his goſpel, But he came to tell us ſo, that 
we might avoid the danger, which he ſaw hanging over 
the heads of drinking men. And to make us mind-it 
the more, he ſhews the reaſon why a drunkard cannot 
have eternal life. Our Lord reminds you of what is 
certainly very true, that whatever is born of the fleſh, 
js fleſh ;' that is, if you are governed by fabi incli- 
nations, you are ſh, and you can laſt no longer than 
the fleſh laſts: ſo that when death comes, and puts an 
end to the fleſh, then there's an end of your poor fleſhly 
leaſure, and there is nothing but miſery to follow. 
hereas, the man that is of @ ſpiritual temper and in- 
clination, the man that takes a pleaſure in thinking and 
talking of God, and heaven, and goodneſs, and that is 
above indulging his fleſhly appetites, he may be ſaid to 


be ſpirit, and as ſuch, is fit for the ſpiritual and eternal 


ſtate of future happineſs. —St. Paul alſo often mentions 
the ſame reaſon, © The minding of the fleſh (ſaith be) 
is death; but to be ſpiritually - minded, is life and 
peace. Again, Minding the fleſh is enmity againſt 
God z it is contrary to his pure nature; ſo that, if 
s ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die, but if through the 


' © ſpirit, ye do mortify: the deeds of the body, ye ſhall. 


© live for ever. 


* . 


Now, my brethren ! if our bleſſed Lord bad only told 


you; that a drunkard cannot go to heaven, it had been 


- enough, and you ought to have taken it for certain, 
merely beczufe Chriſt had told you ſo; but he hath alſo 
ſhewed you the reaſon of it, why it mw! be ſo; that 


- your own minds might be ſatisfied of it, beſides. your 
hearing it from Chriſt's mouth. For you mult own, that 
t any. perſon Who is uſed to drink, is one that minds the 
Hab; becauſe he drinks merely to indulge his ſenſual 
„ 8 appetite; 


ene ee 
from damnation, He mercifully warns you of your dan- 
ger, that you may avoid it. He did not come to make 
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38 4 Prirvative from 
- appetite ;—there lies the man's pleaſure, which is direct - 
ly contrary to that rational or ſpiritual pleaſure, which 
is to laſt when the fleſh is at an end: ſo that a man 
. muſt be changed from this way of going on, or elſe it is 
plain, you fee, that he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God. Were only a perſon's health, credit and for- 
tune, to ſuffer by this vice, it would be the utmoſt folly 
to give himſelf up to it. But that is not the worſt of it; 
it ſurely toll, nay it mu, end in his everlaſting miſery 
ü. 3 ER ore books ED 1 We 6 S 
And this alſo ſhews you, what it is to be a drunkard ;. 
which is a thing of great conſequence, in this caſe. For 
you may be warned againſt drunkenneſs, for ever, and 
you may be even convinced, that a drunkard cannot be 
ſaved, and yet it may have no effect on you, becauſe 
you are not ſenſible, when it is that you are ſo.— This 
is very often the caſe, Perhaps you may not conſider 
.yourſe]ves as drunkards, becauſe you are not uſed to 
very drunk: and becauſe you do not-reel and ſtagger, 
nor have quite loſt all. your ſenſes ; or if this ſhould be 
the caſe, now and then, perhaps you may chuſe to look. 
upon it as a miſchance, and fo not be much concerned 
at it; or you may have a ftrong head to bear drink, and 
ſo fancy that you are not a drunkard, though you are 
often drinking, whenever you have an opportunity. But 
now you have ſeen, that this is all a miſtaken notion. 
For if you love to drink; if you are often in drinking 
company; and if you drink more than is neeeſſary, for 
the ſupport of your bodily health, you are properly and 
truly drunkards, becauſe you drink to gratify a corrupt 
luſt, or to indulge that pleaſure which you find, in paſ- 
| „ your time among ſuch company. - 
That you may not then deceive yourſelves in this 
matter, do but afk your own hearts, what it was that 
induced you, at any time, to go into an ale-houſe, or 
into drinking company, and to drink there more than a 
draught or two ?' Why, you muſt own, that it was 
for the ſake of indulging your fleſhly luſts, and this it is, 


_— Fay 


Criminal Offences,” fl 39 
you fee, that makes you drunkards, and will ſhut ydu 
out of the kingdom of he v: en. 

do indeed expect, that ſome will kick at this way 
of talking; and, becauſe it condemns the practice of 
many in the wotld, ſome ſmart thing or other will be 
faid, on the occaſion, to raiſe a laugh, and then you 
will be ſatisſied to go on in the old way, becauſe you 
like it —But, my brethren! I have ſhewed you what 
Chriſt himſelf ſays ; you ſee how agreeable it is to the 
reaſon of the thing; and then all I have to ſay is this: 
'© take heed for your on ſakes, that you do not deceive 
© yourſelves.' - Remember, that your ſalvation is at 
ſtake, therefore conſider the matter fairly. Deal honeſt 
ly with yourſelves, and then I make no doubt, but you 
will ſee it as I have endeavourcd to ſet it forth, and you 
will be careful to refrain from thoſe unneceſſary, deadly 
draughts, which poiſon the ſoul, and if continued, will 
aſſuredly drown it in the lake, which burneth with fire 
and brimſtone for ever. PE „ 


Wien r 
be whoremafter cannot be ſaved, and the reaſon why, 


| UR bleſſed Lord reminds you of this reaſonable 
| truth, that none can ſee God, but the pure in 
heart.“ He likewiſe ſays, what you will own to be 
true, that adultery and fornication fpring from an heart, 
b that is unclean and filthy ;* and therefore, that every 
man muſt needs put away all ſuch deſires and practices 
from him, let it coſt him what pains it will in doing it, 
ot elſe his whole body will be caſt into hell. Agreeadl: 
to this, our Lord alſo ſays, that whoſoever looket! 
© upon a woman to Juſt after her,” that is, whoſoever 
indulges the luſtful inclination in his mind, it is the ſame 
as committing the crime itſelf, becauſe the heart is there- 
by defiled, and he is made unfit to ſee God in glory. 
Tue apoſtles often ſay the fame thing; whoremonger 
and adulterers, God will judge. This we know, that 
ire I 
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g 40 . A-P reſervat. ve | {rom 
no whoremonger nor unclean perſon, hath any: inhes 
© ritance in the kingdom of God and of. Chriſt.“ And 
again, fornicators and adulterers Hall not inherit the 
© kingdom of God.“ St. Peter allo gives the ſame reaſon 4 
for it as our Lord does; I beſeech you, brethren, that 0 
vou abſtain from fleſhly luſts, becauſe Rep war againſt | 

the ſoul, — becauſe they wound, they defile, they de- 

ſtroy the ſoul ; they tuin the immortal part of man; tbe 
ſoul muſt be wretched, it cannot enter into happineſs, 

if it be impure, and given to the deſires of the fleſh. . 
Now I will appeal to your own. minde, if this be 
. .. -Hot the caſe. Ves, you muſt acknowledge it; it is not 
only what the goſpel declares, but what your reaſon 
tells you. And. the goſpel puts you upon conſulting 
your reaſon, that you may judge for yourſelves. So that 
now, every time you give way to unclean, luſts, you 
knowingly yield your ſouls to deſtruction, for the ſake 
of the preſent indulgence of your fleſhly appetite. Be- 
cauſe it is agreeable to your corrupt taſte, you ſcruple 
not to commit fornication, or adultery ; though it be 
written in your own breafts, as well as in the word of 
God, that you thereby forfeit your inheritance in the 

kingdom of God. „ . | 
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Filthy talkers likewiſe, as well as filthy doert, cannot be 
be ſaved, and the reafon why. 9 
FUR Lord himfelf declares, that every idle word 
A that men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give an account 
6 thereof, at the day of judgment; for by thy words 
;* thou ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy words thou ſhalt be 
condemned.“ O, come hither then, all ye filthy talk- 
ers ; if you believe what the Son of God hath declared, 
| why will ye go on thus wantonly to heap up to your- 
ſelves wrath, againſt the day of wrath? for tell me, 
what account will, ye be able to give of all your filthy 
ſpeeches? were they ſpoken out of duty to God, to pro- 


= 


_ - mote holineſs | in 


Criminal Offints. .- il 
eee and others? or, were they 
not ago by the Gn of the devil, and to 40 his 
work ? 

Vou may (ay, that words are wind, and o fant that 


there is no harm in indecent: talking. But our Lord 


tells you otherwiſe; he ſays, that all blaſphemies come 
© from the heart, and defile the man.'—And your reaſon 
tells you the ſame thing, if you would but conſider ; 
your reaſon tells you, that a Aab talker muſt have an 
impure mind, and is in a damned ſtate, unleſs he re- 


pents, and leaves off this filthy practice. From whence 


.can ſuch diſcourſe come, but from an impure mind, and 


from indulging filthy thoughts? and therefore the in- 
decent talker ſhews, by his words, as much as the 


whoremonger does by his actions, that he cannot enter 
into the pure manſions of bliſs. Accordingly St. Paul 


A reckons filthy talking to be one of thoſe practices, which, 


as well as whoredom, muſt ſhut men out from the king- 


dom of heaven. His words are theſe; * Fornication 


© and all uncleanneſs, or covetouſneſs, ® let it not be 
once named amongſt you, as becometh ſaints. Nei- 


© ther filthineſs, nor fooliſh talking, nor jeſting, which 


© are not convenient: + but rather giving o thanks, 


For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean 
© perſon, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath - 


any inheritance in the kingdom of Chrift and of God.” 
- Now conſider theſe words altogether, and nothing 'is 


more plain, than that St. Paul ſpeaks: of,” filthineſs, 


© fooliſh talking, and jeſting,” t as part of that un- 
8 eleanneſs, which whoever practiſes, hath no inhe- 
'© ritance in the kingdom of Chriſt and of God.“ But 


you bave ſeen indeed, that it muſt be ſo, from the 


"reaſon 


Py * * 


.. © The, words ted and cove tous m— in this patſage, - are wth 

Rood reaſon, thought to relate to an inſati roger +5 defire after fenſual things, 
Wich is more agreeable to the ſenſe of the w 

+ Which are not convenient, ſigniſies, which are very ſhameful and wicked, 


- 
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t Theſe word be rendered #/ebt di ſueſe of ſpeech, 
and kwd turm of exprſn, or 2 Neat ali, aſe up an 
impure thought, in Cabal words, 


A —————— 3p ere - 


 weaſon of the thing. For how can men of ſuch pol- 
lated lips, 8 in the ſongs of angels, or how can they 
expect to ſee God, which none but the pure in heart 
z und in tongue can doo nn ne 
If you ate not yet convi of this, let us take it 
_ the other way. If you think it too much to ſay, that 
n filthy talker is in a fare of damnation; let me afl 
=m this queſtion: is the filthy talker in a ſtate of 
SALVATION ?—See a man ſporting with lewd and 
immodeſt expreſſions! can you look upon that man as 
now approved, and accepted by an holy God ? or can 
he look up to his God, and ſay, O Lord, I am endea- 
vouring to perfect holineſs in thy ſight? No, no, God 
is not in his thoughts, nor hath he any true ſenſe of 
I Know you will ſay, that you mean no harm, and, that 
it is only in port that you talk lewdly. This too, is a 
vain and empty excuſe. Why! the adulterer will ſay, 
that he means no harm; and it is true, he does not 
mean to commit murder, but he means to commit adui- 
terry, and you know what is che portion of adulterers. 
In like manner, a filthy talker means no other harm but 
to indulge his filthineſs, and therefore he is filthy.—— 
But it is only in port you ſay. This proves the wick- 
edneſs of it. It is wicked ſport. Solomon ſays, it is 
© ſport to a fool, to do miſchief.” And he deſcribes a 
-madman, as one that caſleth firebrands, arrows, and 
+ death, and ſaith, am I not in ſport ?'—But how comes 
filthy talking to be your port ? becauſe you have a lewd. 
heart, If your heart were not lewd, I am ſure lewd 
diſcourſe would be no port to you. lt is a deſtructive 
ſport, it is an offence, it is a grief to every ſerious and 
puie mind to hear it ;—it is an offence to the bleſſed: 
God; it © grieves.his holy ſpirit,” as St. Paul ſays, —it 
is ſport to a ſwine to wallow in the mire ; and why is 
it fo? becauſe he is a ſwine, And it is ſport to a man 
to talk filthily, but why is it ſo? becauſe he hath debaſed 
his nature; becauſe he hath loſt all true ſenſe of the 
purity of the holy God, with. whom he hath to do. It 
7 7 . 
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thing; when it affor them neither profit nor pleaſure ; 


46, becauſe he hath no notion wha holineſs is; he does 
not conſider, what. holy beings the bleſſed | and 
ſaints are; and is not awafe that he himſelf, is as un- 
fit to come into the preſence of God, or to join the 


ſociety of ſaintz and angels, as the 'wallowing Weise is 
-unfit to be ſuffered to enter into the king's palace. 


Indeed, filth 1 talking ſhews a greater degree of wicked- 
nels, than hy bene themſelves; becauſe it is not 
to gratify any of the bodily ſenſes, and therefore is'the 
mefe. overflowing of an unclean and graceleſe heart. 


1 is iky of it, adds audaciouſneſi to his im- 


purity; he glories in his ſhame, and is one of thoſe - 


deſperate — who make a mock at Ow vn 


FFF 
2 


| c I A p. XXIII. 
The profane ferarer cannot be ſaved and the APY by. 


| l what hath deen ſaid of filthy talking, it 


will requize but few words to ſhew you, that the | 
profane curſer and ſwearer muſt needs be in à ſtate of 
damnation ſo long as he is ſubject to that horrid prao- 


tice.— God Almighty himſelf hath declared, that * who- 


© ever taketh his name in vain, he will not hold him 
© guilteſs,” that is, he will deal by him as a very guilty 
creature. The reaſon of it is the ſame as in Mithy - 


talking, Our Lord bath told yon that the blaſphemy = 


of the tongue atiſes from the heart,” And it 15+ very | 


true. A man could never curſe and ſwear; without 


ſomething being very much amiſs with his heart. If 
there were any juſt ſenſe of God's holineſs and power 
in a man's heart, that man would never utter a profane 
-oath, much leſs would he ſwear as ſome do, in almoſt 
every breath. Nay more, curſing and ſwearing ſhews 


_ ſomething worſe than merely a want of regard to God; 


and it looks. as if ſome deviliſh ſpirit had the power 
over men, when they can thus blapheme God for no- 


when 
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| when it ſeems to be merely for the ſake of imitating 
the employment of damned ſpirits. 
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An exhortation to conſider well the four laſt chapters, It 
.. you ſhould be led away, from regarding them, by the 
%% VV. or nd ih a 


ND now my brethren! I do again, and again, moſt 
1 earneſtly beſeech you to conſider well what hath 
. *been ſaid in the four laſt chapters. Here lies the main 
ſtreſs of my book; if it fail of curing you of theſe four 
vices, I have Joſt my labour, and it had been good for 
ou, if you had never been born.—l doubt not but you 
will be convinced in your own minds whilſt you read 
them or heat them read; but then, what I am afraid of 
is, leſt the example of a wicked world ſhould ſpoil all 
again. You ſee theſe vices of ſenſuality and profane- 
_ *nefs very commonly practiſed by rich and poot; this 
keeps them (im- countenance, and by this means, though 
men muſt needs be ſenſible of their ſinfulneſs, yet they 
have not that true dread and abhorrence of them which 
they ſhould have. Again, theſe vices are indeed puniſh- 
able by the laws of the land; but alas! theſe laws are 
ſeldom put in execution: there is not zeal enough a- 
mong men now a- days, to diſcountenance vice as it 
deſei ves; fo that you may be led to fancy chat there is 
no very great harm in theſe things; and becauſe others 
do the ſame, you may ſtil} go on unthinkingly to com · 
mit them without fear. But, my dear brethren, do not 
hazard your ſalvation upon ſuch deceitful grounds. 
Take care, to be fully ſatisfirxd in your own minds: 
think for yourſelves; judge for yourſelves, and may 
God give you a tight judgment in all things. 
It is indeed a truly lamentable thing, to ſee what in- 
difference many men ſhew in this reſpect. They ſeem 
as if they had no notion of the heinous nature, and dan- 
 gerous conſequence of the fleſhly. vices. Though their 
„ inn” | Own. 
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own reaſon, 26 well as the warning voice of the goſpel, 
muſt needs make them know better ; yet, ſomehow or 
vther, they ſeem to treat it as an allowed thing, that the 
vile luſts of the fleſh muſt be complied with, let what 
will be the conſequence ; in ſpite of the oſpel! in 
ſpite” of reaſon! in ſpite of decency ! — When St. 
Paul was at Athens, we read that his ſpirit was ſtirred 
up within him, at ſeeing the irrational and abſurd cere- 
monies, Wh which that polite and learned people wor- 
ſhipped their idol gods. This was a ſtrange abuſe of 
common ſenſe in them; and though they had only their 
own reaſon to guide them, they were without excuſe for 
ſo doing. But how would St. Paul's ſpirit be ſtirred in 
him l' how is every conſiderate perſon made uneaſy ! 
how is an holy God daily offended and affronted ! by 
the wanton levity, with which many chriſtians ſpeak, 
and ſeem to take pleaſure in ſpeaking, of ſenſual indul- 
gences ! What is this, but a deplorable blindneſs, which 
hath ſeized upon men's minds? What is it, but a delu- 
ſion of the devil? a ffrong and damnable deluſion, which 
the enemy of ſouls hath fucceſsfully brought upon ehriſ- 
tian profeſſors ; and it may well be conſidered, as __ 
Judicial conſequence of men's having long neglected and 
abuſed the knowledge of the truth, and of having given 
themſelves up, to follow their own hearts luſts. But 
however, my brethren, remember this truth, and let 
nothing that you ſee, ſhake your perſuaſion of it: 
6 605 18 NOT- MOCEED, Yor whatſoever a man 
© ſoweth, that he ſhall reap ;'—and though you ſee men. 
encourage one another in their wickedneſs, and though 7 
they may almoſt tempt you, to look upon needleſs drinking, - 
and fornication, and filthy talking, and profane ſwearing, © 
as trifling matters; yet remember, that it ſtands recorded + 
in the book of God, that they are abominable, and dam- 
ning ſins; nay the fame is engraven in the bottom of 
their own conſciences; and ſo their awakened reaſon 
> one Gy or other, oblige them to confels, Wi” 
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in this 


4 Might now go on to ſhew you further, how, in ſor 
working. out your own ſalvation, ; ought to be no 
growing more. and more holy, every day, to the end of ſe] 
your lives. I might ſhew you, that thoug: you be no it! 
drunkards, or aduſterers, or robbers, yet that this is not yo 
enough to bring you to heaven; but that you myſt be he 
careful to adorn and beautify your minds, with whatſo- eV 
. eyer is lovely; that you SOR be inviting heaven into- fai 
our ſouls by devout, prayer, by hearing, and reading the he 
2 ſcriptures, and other good books; by keeping holy pu 
the Lord's day, by attending the public worſhip, and a 
receiving the ſacrament regularly ; that you muſt accuſ- bo 
Nr to be ſtrictly honeſt in all your concerns, m 
. apd learn to be meek, peaceable, forgiving, and cha- an 
ritable.— That you muſt be encreaſing in the fear and th 
love of God; and have it always in your heart, to do fy 
all manner of good to all men. IL might ſhew you how * 
excellently theſe things are taught . enforced by the 47 
goſpel; that they are the true happineſs of your lives, * 
and that they are all neceſſary to fit you for the bappi- th 
neſs of heaven; and that according as you are more ho- ; 
ly, more heavenly- minded, and good, you will have 0 
more aſſured hopes of eternal life, and the brighter will . 
your crown of glory be. | | 2 855 ye 
But, I ſhall not ſpeak to you of theſe. things now. 8 
Becauſe, I think it better not to go upon too man th 
things at once; and becauſe it would make my book too . 
F 1 e gs 
Neither have I choſen to warn you of any other ſins, b 
than theſe four. Becauſe it is chiefly. in theſe, that you a} 
do ſo ſadly corrupt yourſelyes, and will bring yourſelves, h 
moſt certainly, to ruin in the next world, if not, to 0 
ſhame and puniſhment in this. And beſides, my bre- > 


thren, why ſhould I mention to you any other ſins, till 
LE Rees . | theſe 


theſe are conquered. For unleſs you can be firſt cured 
of your fleſhly luſts, and looſe converſation, it Ggnifies: 
nothing to ſpeak ta you about any thing further. If the; 
power of godlineſs, can, but once, get the better of your 
fleſbly luſts and profligate behaviour,. there will then be 
ſome hope of you: but oh! till this is the caſe, there is 
no hope of you, and you muſt be without hope your- 
ſelves. If the goſpel cannot make you chaſte and holy, 
it is all loſt upon you, and you are undone for ever. If 
you, are not boly in heart and life, you will be caſt into 


hell, though you ſhould have no other fault. Whatſo- 


ever you may fancy yourſelves, in other reſpects, if you 


fail of holineſs you muſt, be ſhut out of the kingdom of 
heaven; into which none can enter, bur they that ate 


pure in tongue, pure in practice, and * pure in heart.. 

For theſe reaſons, I have levelled the main force of my 
book againſt the fleſhly vices, and looſe behaviour of 
men; that one point, at leaſt, may be gained. And I 
am ſure, that I have ſhewed you the ſtrongeſt reaſons in 


the world, why you ſhould avoid them. You are now. | 


fully -apprized: of the conſequence if you do not. You' 


know the righteous: judgment of God, that they wo 


commit ſuch things are worthy of death.“ And I do 
now appeal to yourſelves, as St. Paul did to the Carin- 
thians z Know ye not that the unrighteous, that for- 
© nicators, adulterers, and drunkards, ſhall not inherit 
© the kingdom of God? Know ye not this? Ves, ye 
ye do know it. You know that your conſciences tell 
you ſo; and you know that God himſelf hath ſent his 
Son to convince you of the ſame, Your conſciences and 


the goſpel confirm and ſtrengthen each other. The dic- 


tates of your conſciences make you approve of what the 
goſpel declares, about this matter; and the goſpel eſta- 


bli the dictates of your conſciences. They both. 


agree, in telling you the ſame thing. In your unthinking 


humours, you may forget it indeed, or among your vain - 


companions you may make light of it; but when ſerious: 


thoughts return (and they will return, at one time or 


other, whether yau will or no) then you cannot, you ; 
1 . eee dare 
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48 I Preſu vatiue from 

dare not deny, that theſe things are ſo.” And now let 

me aſk you, Are you reaſonable creatures? What more 

then can be done for you, than to ſhew, nay to con- 

| vince you, as I am ſure you are convinced, that, unleſs 
you leave off theſe fins, they will aſſuredly end in your 

- everlaſting ruin. JJ 
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en e e 
When you are thus truly convinced of the conſequence of theſe 
ins, you will not dare to trſt to a late repentance. 

ITI is too common 18 to deceive yourſelves, by 

| thinking that you will le 

form, ſome time or other, but not now; which would 

never be the caſe,” if you were truly ſenſible what the 


end muſt be, if you ſhould die before. For the true rea- 


ſon why you put off your reformation, is not becauſe 
vou depend upon living long, but becauſe you are but 
57 convinced of the damning nature of ſin. Did 

but ſee clearly, what the certain conſequence of ſin is, 


you would never riſk your ſalvation, upon the uncer- 
'tainty of life: you would no more venture to delay any 


longer, than you would forbear to run away from the 


place where the ground is trembling under you, and juſt 


ready to ſwallow you up.—Be convinced, that eternal 


death is the ſure conſequence of fin, and you will never ſo 


much as think of truſting to a late repentance, 
VV 
Men may overcome temptations, if they will, 


ERHAPS you will excuſe yourſelves, by ſaying. 
that your luſts are ſ2 ſtrong, that you cannot get 


the better of them.—But ] pray you, let no ſuch deipe- 


rate fancy come into your heads. Oh! do not-ſo.cafily. 
give yourſelves up for loſt.—If you are tempted to con- 
clude, that your luſts are too ſtrong for you, you ſhould- 


ave off your ſins, and re- 
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to think of, For if you content yourſelves with ſaying, 
by way of excuſe, that your luſts are too ſtrong for 


you; it is the ſame as ſaying, that | you inow, you are . 
e 


haſfling. to deſtruction: | becauſe. as ſurely as your luſts 


govern. you, ſo ſurely. perdition will be your: everlaſt- 
ing portion. — So that, if you do but cenſider, what 


you ſay inſtead. of making ſuch. an excuſe, for giving 
way to your ſinful appetites, the very thought will 
alarm you, and put you upon the moſt reſolute endea- 
vours to conquer, and get the better of them. 


And you certainly may get the better ef your luſts 
if you will. For fuppoſe you had a cup of the moſt 
delicious liquor at your mouths, and were juſt going 


to. drink it; but a friend holds your-hand, and aſſures 


you, that. there is a deadly poiſon mixt with it, which 


will be ſure to tear your bowels with the moſt racking 


pains, and put an end to your lives in convulſions 


and agonizing tortures: would you not forbear to ſwal- 
low down. the deadly draught ? Could you not help 


yielding to a moment's gratification of your appetite, 


when you knew. the conſequence which would cer- 
tainly follow? Ves, you could help it -you know you 
could; and: you. certainly wou'd daſh to the ground with 
horror, the deadly though delicious bait. The Tame 
you may alſo do, with reſpect to all impure deſires. 
The ſigat of a man, the fight of a little child, - can 
make you bridle your lewd intentions; how much 


more then a due regard of God's all-ſeeing eye and 


your own falvation or damnation! So that the 


truth is, that there is, a great deal of wilfulneſs in your 


giving way to unlawful defires, Tou mult own, that 
whenever you have committed an unclean: action, it 
was, becauſe. you. firſt encouraged the evil thought in 


your minds. You kept the foul Juſt rankling in. your 
breaſts, till it got the maſtery over you, and then it 
bit you like a ſerpent. So St. James deſcribes the caſe, 


* You are drawn. away, (ſays he) of your own Juſt 


and enticed:* the devil and your corrupt nature, 
zaiſe the Juſttul thought 4 your minds, but you mak: 


- it 


remember alſo, that damnation: is too horrible for you 
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devil, and he will fe from you,” 
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it more your own, by ruminating epon it, and by fuf- 
fering it to dwell there-with pleaſure; till at lengrh 
the tuft is fully conceived, and then it bringeth forth 
in and death. But, you certain =o Set the 
ou may make 
an agreement with your'eyes, 0 not let them — 
after tempting objects; you may take the fame care ef 
your thoughts alſo ; and by theſe means, guard again 


- the firſt riſing of the evil deſire in your minds: 4 for 
vou may abandon it when conceived, and daſn it from 


you as you would the poiſoned cup, well knowing that 
death, the eternal death of your ſouls is at the bottom. 
Therefore do not & the foul an the 1weaknefs of your 
nature, or the flrength-of the temptation. This is only 
the devil's 3 to make you deceive yen ſeſves. 


For, when you come to ſee it fairly, you will be fort ed 


to own chat it is your own fault; and that you deſerve 
40 ſuſfer the fad conſequence, You muſt confeſs, that 
you willingly yielded to the temptation z Pay, you muſt 
confeſs, that you knowingly encouraged the impure de- 
re, and fo invited the temptation to you, inſtead of 


 #triving againſt it; and may truly be ſaid to chaſe that 
Halt and * which it was in mo . to avoid. 
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: BY FT that you may have no pretence for laying the Il 


fault on the weakneſs of your nature, your mer- 


ciful Creator doeth ſtill more for you yet. He doeth 


What you could have no notion of, if Chriſt had not 
told you of it. For try now, if you can think of any 
thing elſe that can be done, to keep you holy, beſides 
Beg have W N ſhewn * God hath given you 
the 
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t It will be erery Shs and eaſier for you to do this, if you will 


- but te kee a little pains with yourſelves at fuft : till at length you will have 
no difficulty at all, bocauſe your inclinations wi!l have taken a quite/con- 


trary turn; you. will hare a nero. nar: re growing in you, and it will be 


| your ppeatcſt pleaſure to be —_— holineſs in God's | Aght, 


Nx 
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'the ſtrongeſt reaſons againſt fin, and the greateſt en- 
Cura 
ceived. And what more do you think can be done? 
Would you have God force you to live holily ? No 
That is impoſfible; it cannot be done, There is no 
ſuch thing as Forcing reaſonable erratures to be holy 


tongues dumb, and fo far hinder them from filthy talk- 
ing and profane ſwearing, God may cloſe up inen's 


liquor ; but this will do them no good : they will he 
not in the leaſt the better men for this. Vour hearts 
may cheriſh &lthy and blaſphemous da tho' your 
tongues cannot utter them, You might ſuffer your 


- 


| hearts to hanker after drink and drunken company, 
| -tho' your months were ſewed up; and you might in- 
wardly indulge, and give up your minds to be preyed 
. upon by impure and adalterous luſts, tho' you were 
t but up in a dungeon, or baniſhed into an unighabited 
a dand. - And then, what the better are you for outward 
f reftraint, ſo long as your fouls within you are all fopl 
t and corrupt ? Outward reſtraint you fee, will gever 
. purge: the heart ; and if the heart be unclean, the 
1 whole man is deſiled and unk for bravea. 


it muſt be reaſon therefore, it muſt be thought and 


Jeriow confideration, that will make you holy; aad yqu 
Have enough ſet before you to make you think, if any 
thing can make you, but if all will not do, if nothing 
can prevail with you to take pains with yaur own 
Hearts, what can be done? what. more can be thought 
of, to ſave you: from ruin f hy, truly nothing can be 
done that the wit of man could have thought of. But 
oh] the depth of the wiſdom, and goodneſs. of a mer- 


obſliaately reſiſt him. He aſſiſts us with rrngib from 
abeue, he æxerts bis divine power ppon ove minds, by 
Which we may be e blameleſs before 1.5 


ts to holineſs, that can poſſibly be con- 


againſt. their wills. God Almighty may ſtrike men's 


throats, and thus hinder them from ſwallowing down 


4 . 
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ciful God there is no end of his kindneſs and care 

for his creatures. There js indeed no ſuch thing as 
making us hely, unleſs we ourſelves are willing; but 
God hath found a way to make us chilling, if we do not 


R 
n 
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Oaur Lord Jeſus Chriſt is gone up into heaven, and 
now ſitteth at the right hand of God. He who was 
once as a man upon earth, now appears in the prefence 
df God for us; through him we are better able to 
addreſs our prayers to the divine majeſſy; and through 
him we receive the aſſiſtance and comfort of the Hoy 
*Gho/t. When he was going to leave this world, he 
promiſed to ſend the Holy Ghoſt to ſupply his place, 
and to abide with us for ever. And he tells us, that as 


"ſure as a father is ready to give what is good to his 


 *ebild, ſo ſure it is, nay much ſurer, that God will give 
Dis holy ſpirit to them that will pray to him for it. 
This holy ſpirit is for your ſupport and comfort in 
all -temptations and difficulties, if it be not your own 
Faults. He ſtrengtheneth you in your ſouls; he enlight- 
encth the eyes of your minds, that you may have true 
and heavenly wiſdom; He puts good thoughts into you, 
if you will but take care to keep and encourage them: 
he at firſt pricks you to the heart, by letting you fee 
how wicked you are in God's ſight; and if you would 


but cheriſh this thought in your minds, and not drive it 


away by drinking and vain company, it would ſettle 
upon your hearts and make you new men. The Holy 
Ghost alſo maketh you to * abound in hope, filling you 
with all joy and peace, by leading you to think of that 
happineſs which is laid up for you in heaven, and to 
Which you will be coming nearer and nearer every day 
of your lives. In ſhort, the holy ſpirit helpeth all your 
weakneſſes. He worketh in you both to will and to 
do.“ Not forcing you againſt your wills; but-inducing 
you to be willing that you may chuſe for yourſelves what 
is right, and that you may obey God from a ready mind. 


"O!-what thanks and praiſe are due to God for this 


unſpeakable gift of the Holy Ghoſt which he offers us 


Fooliſh and unthinking men are not ſenſible of its value. 
But when once you begin to know yourſelves,” when 


once you come to be ſenſible of your own weakneſs and 
_ | miſery, and the need you have of better ſtrength than 
your own to keep you from falling; then you will know 
ow to bleſs God for giving you the * kis 
1 8 S (ſpirit ; 


1 
1 % 
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ſpirit; | and it will fill you with courage and comfort, 
to think that you haye ſuch. powerful help at hand, to- 
which you may always reſort, and upon which you ma 
firmly depend that it will enable you to conquer every 

fin, and to keep your ſelves. pure and blameleſs unto the. 

day of. Chriſt. rien Dr AY ee 
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An fang exbortation' to confider what hath ben fin.. 
T\HUS.I have endeavoured to make you, ſenſiblse 
of what God hath; done for. your fouls,—— Felt a 
me now, my dear fellow greatures,, why daes the bleſſedi 
God beſtow upon us all this pains ? Lord what is man, 
© that thou baſt ſuch reſpect unto him, or the ſon of- 
man that thou-ſo viſiteſt him!“ It-is becauſe out ſouls. 
are precious in his ſight. It is becauſe he would fain 
ſave all his creatures: from ruin, into which they are ſa, 
forward to plunge themſelves. This is the reaſon why; 
all. is done that can be done fot ſinful men; and that, 
nothing: is left undone which a wiſe and good God can 
do, to ſecure out everlaſting happineſs, In ſhort, I hope 
you are now perſuaded, that all is mercy. on God's part;. 
and it ought to fill. your hearts with thankfulneſs, and 
your mouths with praiſe, But then, I do-beſeech you, 
to. conſider - what the mercy. of, God is, and how: it ſhews | 
itſelf. towards you. God's great mercy. to you is, his- 
taking ſo much pains to make you holy. This ſhews- 
| how neceſſary holineſs is, and this ſhould, make you- 
the more afraid of falling ſhort of it. For if God's 
. mercies fail of making you holy, they are thrown away 
3 upon you, his mercies then do you no good; his mercies- 
| cannot fave you unleſs they make you holy in this life. 
o Becauſe, without holineſs, no man can ſee his face 
1 in-glome tt nt e 
d And now, my brethren, what more can I ſay? ſhalf _ 
n I entreat you, ſhall. I beſeech you to have pity on your--. 
ſelves? ſhall I beg of you not to chuſe your own de- 
IS ſttuction? Oh, no! I nced not do that, If I have tho - 
z EG oo» a roughly. 


— 
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roughly convinced you, that the fins of ſenſuality and 
profaneneſs moſt certainly lead to it, then, mere ſelf pre- 
ſervation will make you forſake them, and you will need 
no other petſuaſton. A man in his ſenſes, needs no 
per ſuaſion againſt leaping into à burning fiery furnace; 

a man in his ſenſes wants no entreaty to keep him ſrom 
caſting himſelf down from the top of an houſe, beeauſe 
he knows that he muſt be daſhed to pieces when he 
comes to the ground; and as ſure a 72 will burn, or 
a fall from the top of an houſe cruſh a man, ſe ſure will 
an unhoely, ſenſual life end in your everlaſting deſtruction, 

Whatever may be your fare in this world, If you have 
well confidered what ] have ſet before you in this little 
Book, you can no more doubt ef the one ihan of the 
other. 1 have ſhewed the methods which your merci- 
ful God bath taken to convince you of itz they are 

| ſuch as have fully ſatisfied my own mind; and out of 
this firm perſuaſion of my own, I have now endea- 
voured,” my dear brethren, to put you upon thinking, 
nay, to convince you, for | am ſure you muſt be con- 
vinced what is the certain conſequence of unconquered- 
luſts, and a profane heart.— So that, were I to argue 
with you for ever; were I to exhort'you night and day 
continually, it could only be, by calling upon you to 


A OSO0p_ED MmnM=pws mu we mi mam al i. 


conſider, conſider, conſider. For if you will but conſider, = 
you cannot bit knowz if you know, you muſt needs PX 
chuſe aright; and then (faith the Lord) though your to 
* ſins have been as ſcarlet, they will become white as -j 
*'ſnow; though they de red like crimſon, they ſhall ah 
„ Ge RC oagh ſe, 
5 | m 
e — — — — ic 
To put men upon conſidering haw wicked they are. ch 
"AVING now ſo plainly ſhewn you, that pro- va 
faneneſs and ſenſuality will certainly end in your up 
everlaſting tuin; one would think, as you love yours fci 
ſelves, that you would be-prevailed on to forſake them. >. 


But alas! I have great fear about you ilk 1 _ 
F „ aw 


— 
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how apt you are to forget the oak reaſone,: when, 


they relate to the, ſalvation, of your ſouls. I know how 
deaf you can be to che molt alarming, warnings againſt: 


hn, though given 
know, how: ly » you ns governed: by, your. preſent evib. 


| habits how: your vain, minds are taken up with What 


ou ſee, and beat, and taſte, and. fmell; — 7 it grieves 
! that, after all that can be ſaid to you, ſure 


ol you will ill ge on in tbe old way, till you fall at laſts, 
into deſltuction. My dear brethres, I am otten in gain for 


you our behaviour, whey yon think little of. it, If you were 


as ſenſible of your; own. miferable. condition, a 1 


am, you. would not wonder, that l am: fo. earneft with, 


you. Lou would not wonder, that. I have ſaid ſo much 


to you; and am fo loath to give over writing, though, 
I. have told you eno 


me defirous of ſaying, one word after another. to you3., 


if peradventure, the next. may reach. your heart, when 


all before have failed; and on this account, I could go 
on for ever, if poſkble, and never leave off perſuading, 
eatreating,. and * 
any hope of ſaving your ſouls from death. 

| ardon me then, if, 1 In order to bring home to your 


hearts, what { have ſaid before, I now endeavour to 


put you upon conſidering, how far any of you are ſubject 
to theſe vices, of which you row know the conſequence... 
Firſt, as to &inhing. — One cannot. look into an 


money, their time, their ſenfes, and their ſouls. Nay, 
if one goes into almoſt any compan m whatſoever, one 
funds needleſs drinking Ing on. 

the employment meetings; in ſome, it is the 
chief. buſineſs. m_—_ 'much does this deſtruſtive vice pre- 


vail in this finful nation, that it is come to be looked: 


upon, as the inſeparable attendant on all ſocial 


friendſhip. Many ſeem to have no notion of enjoying 
one another's company, without drinking. No bar- 


n is wade, no buſiceſs 9 on z; men do. ſcarcely. 


4 meet 


you. by the San Cod himſe lf. 1 


ugh, if you would but regard it. 
But indeed, 1 ſtand in fear] for you; and that, makes. 


you, ſo long as there. is . 


 alebouſe; at any time, but it is great odds, that one 
ſees there ſome or other, who are muddling away their 


makes > part of; 
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meet together on any otcaſion without more or 
lefs of this unneceffary indulgence of their ſenſes. 
By this means, tbe tippling habit is ſo kept up in ſome 
men, and ſo grows upon them in time, that not a 
day paſſes, without ſwallowing down at leaſt, three 
times the quantity chat nature - requires, for the f 
ſervation of health, and the true enjoyment of life. 
Now, my breibren, afk yourſelves, whether or not, 
mis de your way of going on. Perhaps, you may not 
haye thought” about it before: ſo that you have never 


ſuſpected, how much unneceſfary drinking vou bare 


hitherto been mn of, But, if you find this to de 
the caſe; con well, what you have already read 
in the XXth chapter; and, I think, you will be con- 
vinced, that it brings you under the guile of drunken- 
neſs. For, beſides waſting God's good creatures, whilſt 
your families perhaps are pinched with want, is it not a 
. conflant habit of pleaſing the fleſh? does not the love 
of drink, by this means, grow upon you does it not 
deaden the powers of your ſoul 7 in ſhort, do not you 
ſee, how contrary it is to that cool, holy, and heavenly 
frame of mind, Which alone will i ou for everlaſting 


bleſſedneſs. Confider this well, am ſure, you” 


wilt be more 'cautious about drinking than you have. 
hitherto been. 
But alas 1 have, tn, 4 more diſmal pifture of the 
drunkenneſs of men, to fet before ou. x5 
When any great man wants to gain the good wil 


of the multitude, what is the method that he takes to 
do it? Does he conſider how be. may beſtow upon chem 


ſome rea} kindneſs ? Does he contrive, how he may do 
them the” greateſt ſervice, that can be done for them? 
Does he think of employing his wealth, or his exam- 
ple, in fetting on foot ſome ſcheme, for making them 


more ſober, chaſte, and virtuous in their behaviour? 
No ſuch thing! he knows too well, that beſtowing ſuch” 
real benefits ag theſe, is not the method to make him 


ſelf popular, but rather, to be difliked and forſaken k 

the multitude, | This plainly” ſhews which way it is, 

that | men's' 1 lead e! this proves, that, 
| what 
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what the apoſtle ſaid of the heathens, is ſtill too true, 
of the preſent race of chriſtians, chat the friendſhip 
of the world is enmity againſt God; and that the 
ſure way to pleaſe the generality of men, is to tempt 
their ſer.ſes,” and promote their vices; which is directly 
contrafy to the voice of reaſon, and to the will of God. 
— And accordingly, the man that aims at popularity, 
after the wiſdom of this world, applies the apoſtle's 
maxim the backward way: he - encourages thoſe yer 
practices which God abhots, in order to gain the friends 
ſhip- of men. He'gratifies the vanity. of their minds 
with ſuch devices, as tend to enflame the paſſions, -by, 
ſtirring up in them the madneſs of mitth; and by ſup- 
plying them with liquor, ſets open the: flaodegates, of- 
wickedneſs, which overwhelm thoſe, whom be may be 
thought to oblige. For what is the conſequence? The, 
ill judged bounty, inſlead of being a bleſſing, becomes. 
a blaſting, curfe to thoſe who. partake, of it;z and ſhame= 
ful ſpewing is the end of ſuch empty glory. For ſo 
unbridled do men's luſts ſhew themſelves. on theſe oc 
caſions, that they ſoon drench; themſelves into madneſ , 
and then all becomes riot and diſorder in au inſtant . 
As if a legion of evil ſpirits had been let looſe amo 
them, they begin to curſe, and damn, and ſhout, andi 
rave; and every kind of unſeemlytbehaviour pfewails 3. 
till at length from being frantick, they ſink into. ſtu- 
pidity; they reel away into corners, to ſleep off the fumes. - 
of the liquor, or elfe, they lie wallowing in the mire, 
like the filihy (wine, from whom they differ in nothing - 


but in ſhape, and guiltineſſ . 
I I ſhould have , wiſhed. to draw g-. Sing over.,this: 
melancholy-fcene,: which is ſuch a, ad, diſgraeg % my. 3 
fellow ſ creatures 3 but 1, could; not paſs, it avery;out; of) - 6 
faithfulneſs to yout ſouls; indeed; it is no more than ; 
What every one. knows to be ttue;;. andil mentiga it, that: 1. 
you may fee it in its true light, and do.abe like ng. 3 
more. For I appeal to any; of vo, whathes: Win 
not the caſe, as oft as ever thare it liguot naught, 5 
be had f If it were: to happen every daycin, the. Werk., 9 
ir is certain, that the ſame, uſe would be,, RvRrys de | 
Cs made 
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made of it. This too plainly ſhews, what muſtitudes 
there are, whoſe hearts are at all times, rearly to tun into 
_ Erunkenneſs. Whether any one of you, who read theſe 
lines, are of this ſort, your own conſciences will tell 
;z and 1 hope, will ſmite you too with a becom- 
ing ſhame and fear on the occaſion; as, enough hath 
been already ſaid to fatisfy you, that men of fuch a 
turn as this cannot be ſaved. 
' And then, as to whey aber Though ir be more con · 


cealed than drunkenneſs; yet there are too many ſad 


tokens of it, which cannot be hidden. The number 
of abandoned profligate women that infeſt our ſtreets ; 
and the many wretehed objects of diſeaſe of both ſexes, 
whoſe neceſſities force them to diſcover their ſhame, in 
applying for affiſtance at the publick hofpitals, are too 
plain proofs what ſcenes of filthineſs are continually 
aQed, under the pure eye of him, to whom b darkneſs 
and light are both alike.” 

Moreover, the rude, profiigate diſcourſe which i is ſo 
common in men's mouths ; the' unconcerned manner 
in which they curſe and ſwear, when they are under no 
ieftraint, from any body's being near; che hlthy, vul- 
gar exprefſions, which one cannot help hearing in every 
place; theſe are ſuch fure proofs. of the lamentably cor- 
_ rupt fate of men's minds, as muſt grieve the heart of 
every thinking perſon, who hath a due ſenſe of their 
rhiſery and danger. Oh that mine head were waters, 
and mine eyes a fountain of tears; that | might weep, 
© day and night, for theſe my unthinking fellow ere a- 
4 tures, who ate fo without underſtanding, which baue 
eyes, and ſee net, Which have ears, and hear nat.“ 
Alas! What hope can there be of ſuch men's 3 
Can ſuch as theſe be the favourite fons of God, and 
heirs! of eternal life ? Oh no! it cannot be. Reaſon: 
and ihe goſpel forbid us to hope it Perſons fo J 
_ #6 got fit for 1he happineſs of God's kingdom; t 
have de mak of heaven about them; the principle e 
eternal hie is not in them i the ſcripture ſpeaks — 
as Sting” dead in Irefpaſſes and fins; and zeaſbn, 22 

* at Ktpture, tell wy * death eveulaſting; muſt be. 
Sr 1 
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the end of their preſent miſerable life. And good G 
when one conſideta how many fuch perſons: one meets 
with every day; it makes one's heart bleed, to think of 
that miſery, which they are treaſuring up to themſelves; 
and yet, like the ſilly ox, that is fattening for the 
— 2 they themſelves ſeem to have no thought of 
* 


- 
. 
* 
* 


at ſeeing ſuch multitudes of; our fellow ereatures, in this; 
ſuuation ? toi lee ſuch: © deſtrution and miſery. in their 


©, ways,” to- think. that the pit is opening her mouth to- 


ſwallow them up—every day, ſome or other of them! 
Who, I ſay, can think. of this, and not run to their 
aſſiſtance, to 6 pluck. them as: firetrands out; of the 
Be got then . at me for dealing with you: ſo 
plainly. Believe me, I do it, not to ſhame you, but as 
dear biethren, to warn you——that: yau may learn to ſec 
yous caſe in the ſame: light that l do; that is, as God's 
word teaches you. to ſee it; and as the Almighty him- 
ſelf looks upau itz and muſt look upon it, whilſt you 


g0 on in: this manner. ſpeak theſt things: out of the 


itueſt love: to your ſouls;. that yau- may be aware of the- 
extreme danger you. are in; and then, I am ſure it will: 
give fuck a to your minds as you never felt before: 
then like men, awakeved out of a deep ſleep; at midnight 
by ſome. dreadful calamity you - will inſtantly begin to 
cry aloud. to God for mercy; you will come humbly: 
proſtrate hefore the. throne of grace, begging; for the help 
ol the Holy Spirit to enable you: to conquer your own: 
hearts, and to get the better of thoſe vain. inclinations 
and ſinful habits, Which bold yon ſo faſt in a ſtate of 


death and damnation For, whenever you begin to 


think of amending, you will at firſt find it hard to reſiſt 
the inclinations of your corrupted nature; but a truly- 
awakened. ſenſe of your condition, aſſiſted by the Holy- 
Spirit of grace, will be ever puſhing you on, till you 
come to be ſtedfaſt in the ways of holineſs; and then, 
You will find yaur minds at ptace with. God, through 


„ „% „ 


$ * 
3 
*- 2 


hat is coming upon them. O who can be unmoved 
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5 carngft call ts parent. 
05 N this a cannot forbear-direQing. my A 

courſe to 'all/parents.—PFhey'can prevent, if Hey 
pleaſe, much of the di ficulty we find in making men 
better, If parents would but take ſuch care heir 
children as they ought to do, we ſhould not have ſo many 


rude profligate creatures among us as we have; and even 
fuch as do turn out wild, would-furely never be ſo ftu- 


* 3 * . . 
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pidly deaf to good advice as they are, if any right care 


had been taken of them-when young. Indeed, many 
children are very greatly to be pitied in this reſpect. Some 
have no. care at all taken of them, and then no wonder 
that they gtow up in wickedneſs, when they hear and 
ſee nothing elſe. It is true, many patents are very de · 
ſirous of having their children taught at ſchool, and will 
make hard ſhiſt, out of their ſmall comings-in-to pay 
for it; for this they are juſtly to be commended; but 
there is a thing of far greater conſequence, which is too. 
much negledted; and that is, their beſtowing proper 
pains upon their children at home.— Fheir learning to- 


te ad and the good things they are taught at ſchool, or- 
their faying their catechiſm at church, will all be of lit- 


tle uſt to make them good, if they are ſuffered: at other 


times, to mix with wicked and idle companions” from 


whom they will be ſure to learn their evil words and 


manners. To prevent this, patents ſbould be very 


watchful over them at all times ; carefully keeping them 
from rude. and wicked companions; talking to them of- 
ten about God and goodneſs ;. praying with them, and 
for them, and teaching them to pray for themſelves; and 
feeing that they pay a due regard to the Eord's day, in 
all the duties of religion, both blic and private, and 


by a ſerious devout behaviour from morning to nigbt. 
This is the -w3y to proſerve your dear children from the 


wickedneſs that is in the world. —I know, that many of 

2 will ſay that you have not time for this 3 and ie. is 

Ws that working men hagen net ſo much time as they 
: might 
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micht win. But however, take care that your conſei- 
ences can anſwer for you, that you have done the beſt 
ou can for. your children's ſalvation; and if you are 

| Fenfible that you want time for it on the week 9 44d ou 
ſhould be the more careful in doing it on the Sunday, 

Though you eannot tead, let that be no excuſe for you. 

Vou know enough to be able to give them good advice, 
and to keep them out of wickedneſs; and you may talk 
to them upon religion to a very good purpoſe, if you 
do but give your mind to it; and by this means you will 
be growing in goodneſs yourſelves, while you are doing 
your duty to your chifdre n 
But alas! how different is this from what many pa- 
rents do! Inſtead of taking your children to church te- 
gularly, and inſtead of ſpending the Lord's day among 
your families, in a fober, ſerious, and devout manner, 
you not only ſuffer your children to run about, as if no 
regard were due to this holy day; but what is ſtil] woiſe, 
you often ſet them a ſad example in your own behaviour: 
you paſs your Sundays either in luiking ſtupidly at home, 
or in wandering about, and perhaps even in the alehouſe, 
without any regard to.the end for which God appointed : 
the ſabbath; and though you r 57 to church ſome- 
times, yet you are ſo irregular and; fo inconſtant in it, 
that you ſeem to look upon it as a thing of no great con- 
ſequence. Thus your children loſe that reverence and 

reſpect for God and religion, which you ſhould be care- 
ful by, every "means to imprint upon their minds; and 
then no wonder that what they are taught at ſchool, or 

at church, does them little good, becauſe they learn from' 
you to be in no great concern about putting it in practice. 
This is one. gieat reaſon, that makes the world. ſo. 
wicked as it is—Children are taught to Know that there 
is a God, but there is little care taken to make them be. 
have accordingly ; and their being ſuffered to 'prow.up, 
in e makes It realy to prevail on them to al- 

ter their way of going on, when they come to riper years. 

a O priving? — Nizeldo mayer 766 will, be E 
cruefly you wrong your poor ehildren by fich neglect a. 
this. Better had it been for- you and them, that ye had 
* 4 - | 8 ever 
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never been born, than that ye ſhould. thus ſuffer 
to be led captive by the devil at his will. If you neg 
them, who can take care of them ? their ſouls call up- 
an you as loudly far aſſiſtance, as their bodies do far 
btead to eat. If you. will ſuffer them to be expoſed, 
they will fall, an almoſt certain prey ta the roaring lion, 
who. is daily ſecking to devour them. Little do yau con» 
ſider, parents! what ſarrous you are treaſuring up for 
capa ogy well as for your children, if you ſhould 
live to ſte them ruined and undone, by . thoſe vices and 
fallies, which your own. example hath taught them, or 
into which your careleſs neglect hath ſuffered. them to 
fall. Bitter ſorrows they. muſt undoubtedly be, when, you 
cams to conſider, that you have your children's fins, aa 
well as yaur own, upon your guilty heads; and what your 
cynſciences will make you dread from. the Almighty this 
awful rebuke: Becauſe thou haſt neglefted: to da thy 
© heff, in preſerving thy child from fic in his youth; 
© thou haft deftroyed his ſoul, he is · unfu for my hea- 
© venly kingdom, and he muſt die in his iniquity; but 
* his blood will I require at % hands, thou cruel pa- 
1 f | e e 
O terrible: words of moſt juſt judgment! how dread- 
Ful: muſt they ſound in the ears of him who knows that 
he bath not done his beſt far his. children's ſalyation!, 
how muff the piercing thought torment him, and bring 
his grey hairs with ſarrow to the grave; when he ſees. 
his wicked child brought, perhaps, to ſhame and miſery. 
io this world, moſt certainly in the road to damnation, 
in the next, through his pwn. fault, when it is then too. 
late for him to amend it. n 8 
| fir addreſs to young perſons, who are, as yet, free from the 
aby vices and filthy converſation of the wicked, © + 
AF Y. dear young friends, if through the grace of 
ILY God and your parents? care, you. have. been hi- 
therio preſerved. from: the corruption of the world; let 
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me fejolce with you and encourage you ta perſevere, in 
the paths of innocence. Go on then, giving God the 
glory, relying on his protection, and aſſured of his fa» 
vor. Go on, | ſay, free from thoſe. miſeries, which art 
the certain. attendants on vice, happy in yourſelyes, 
happy in the lave and eſteem of all good men; happy 
in. the fair proſpect of earthly. proſperity and eee h 
far 2s God ſees it beſt for ou; and rejoicing in the ſuie 
and certain hope of eternal life. | . 
But that your bope of happineſs may be well founded; 
let me beg of yau to conſider, whether your preſent 
goodneſs. be of the right ſort, or not. Vou may be ſo- 
ber and honeſt; you may be. careful and diligent in your 
buſineſs; you may be kind and civil to. your friends, and 
to all men. la theſe good qualities you. may excel many 
others, and be juſtly eſteemed and honoured before them: 
the world will ſpeak well of you, and you will be looked 
upon to be hopeful and promiſing youths, as you cer - 
tainly are. But I muſt remind you of what our bleſſed 
Lord ſaid to a very hopeful young man, like yourſelves, 
Out Lord loved him' for the goodneſs he ſhewed; but 
told him, that there was one ching wanting in him ſlill: 
that he was not RELIGIOUS enough; that he muſt be- 
come his follower, that he may bring him to the true 
knowledge of divine and heavenly things. af 
Now this, I fear, is the caſe with too many young 
perſons in the world, and old ones too, who in otber 
reſpects are juſtly to be eſteemed. —Canſider then, my 
dear friends—Doth the preſent regularity of your lives 
ariſe from a due ſenſe of God upon your minds? Are 
you ſober, and diligent, and honeſt, with a view to pleaſe 
nid? Or rather, is it not chiefly owing ta worldly 
prudence in you? ot, it may be, you are of a-pliable 
temper, and the reſtraint of your parents or maſters, 
hath, as yet, happily kept you from wickedneſs ?—Con- 
ſider, 1 ſay, fairlyz and if this be your caſe, then 1 muſt 
tell; you, 23 1 Lerd did the young man, that You 
Went one very material thing.“ You want to apply 


9 


FL | furniſh 


tete foLoweis of | Jeſus Chriſt; You mult take cate ts 


eur ſelves more earneſtly to religion: You muſt become = 
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fouraſſt and enrich your minds'with the' knowleIpe"ot 
- thoſe divine and heavenly truths, which he came to teach 


you: You muſt be careful to keep the love of God, at 
all times alive in your hearts, by being conſtant in prayer 


and all other religious duties at church, in the family, 


| and in your cloſets This is the omy true ground, and 
ſure ſafeguard of your innocence and virtue: © If you 
neglect religion, you willi never be in reality virtubus at 
beſt; becauſe you will not have the l'we of Ged in you, 
without which, mere ſobriety and carefulneſs will avail 
you nothing in his fight. And moteover you. will be in 
continual danger of falling into ſinful couiſes. Let 
© him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed leſt ne fall,“ 
faith the Apoſtle, and nothing is able to make you 
fand, but the power of religion carefully kept- its in 
your hearts, For, what is the reaſon, why men ate fo 
ready to run into ſinful practices, as they are? What 
makes them be always ſeeking to pleaſe their vain and 
corrupt inclinitions ? It is becauſe their minds are 
empty; becauſe they have not the knowledge of God 
and Chriſt abiding in them; fo that, for want of having 
that which is good, to think of, they ate forced to 
have recourſe to what is unprofitable, vain, and wicked, 
But, my dear friends, I have now told you of this dan- 
ger, and alſo ſhewn you wherein 'yvur 'defence” and 
fafety muſt confiſt. I have ſhewn you the true © ar- 
© mour of God, which will ſecure you againſt all the. 
=, hery darts of the wicked,” Oh, let me perſuade you 
then to put it on; that you may be truly ſuch as God 
would have you to be, and your hopefo! beginning, be 
perfected in glory everlaſting, If! ean prevail with 
you io make religious knetolrage your fludy, ahd religious 
exerciſes your regular: practice, I needungt 'uſe auy at- 
guments, to keep you from the corruptions of the world: 
For this religious wiſdom, my ſon, is the! principal 
© thi hing; exalt her, and fhe fball preſerve thee ſhe-ſhalt.. 
© bring thee to honour, when: thou doſt*embrace heri 
She en give to thine heads: &n onsmenk of grate ;. 
© ſhe-thall encompaſs thee with a cr] of ty = 
*' het aft Thou! (tial walk zul 5 thg apy , 
| 125 4 4 thy 
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« thy foot, ſhall. not ſtumble. Becauſe the, Lord” ſhall bes 
thy confidence, and ſhall keep th feet from being. 
taken. To keep thee from the ſtrange woman, 'from' : 
© the ſtranger, who flittereth with ber — Who for- 
© ſaketh the guide of her; youth, and  forgetteth the co 
© venant of her God; whoſe houſe is the way to hell, 
going down to the chambers of death.“ 25 

But depend upon it, my young friends, that unleſs 5 your 
are religiouſly diſpoſed, all your preſent hopefulneſs will be 
as the motning dew, that paſſes away. Voi will ne- 
ver be able to withſtand the temptations of the world. 

the fleſh; and the devil, you will not be truly innocent, | 
and et 550 in this world, or in e's world td cone; „ 


| „ 471 . Perry 
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4 concluding eddrefi 10 thoſe,.. who are, at preſent ſubject 
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N D now, my dear brethren, wen my os 
book is written for your ſakes, and directed to you, 
2 though l cannot offer more convincing reaſons, why 
you ſhould forſake your evil courſes than l have already 
done ; yet I am ſtill loth to take my leave of you, with- 
out once more are to fix opon your minds what F 
| have been «ſaying. 'cs d 11 37 as 

There is nothing i jar chis -bbok, dot wünt is clear and 
certain; nothing but what your oa treaſon. and conſeĩ- 
ences muſt eonſent to. This 1 know; decauſe God hath 
framed your minds, in the ſame manner as he bath mints 
My mind plainly tells me, that fleſhly vices, and pto- 
phane, filthy canverſation, muſt end in miſery. at laſt ; 
your own minds I am fure, tell you the ſame thing; and 
fo does every man's mind; who confidersithe matter; eſ- 
pecially ſince God hath expref-ly confirmed it by dur 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, —lt is, therefore, @ real, certain truth, 
which can never be contradicted; and, as ſuch 1 wilt 
here ſet it down, in large writing, and I wiſh I could- 
print it more ſtrongly, OY. mw . Orr. of your 
hearts, —— T hat , 
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3 and mo drinking, whore- 
om, filthy talking, curſing and ſwearing 
will rel end in the everlaſting damna-- 
tion of thoſe, who allow themſelves in them. 


j This is what you, and I, and all men, are agreed 
| about—lIt is a THING CERTAIN. —As certain, as if 
[ we faw it with our eyes. Let any one try and deny it. 
1 if he can.—And then what reaſon can there be, why. 
| you. ſhould. not inflan:ly forſake that, which you Au 
Will bring upon you everlaſting ruin ? Vou know that 
water will drown, and fire burn and-therefore you dread 
; them, and beware of them; You Inet that arſcnie will 
i with it. You: tete, that the viper will ſting you to 
; death, and therefore you flee from it, and kill it. Why 
then do you not flee from fin, which, you #new; will as 
8 furely deftroy you, as water will drown, or fire burn, or 
arſenic poiſon, or the viper bite?  _ © © 
N But fin. is pleaſant to your taſte.— Ves, chat ſhews you 
he danger you are' in.—Your taſte is cot rupted; the. 
poiſon of fin is already at work in you, and perhaps you 
will not be at the pains to purge it out, though you 
muſt know, that it is all the while eating. like a.canker,, 
and will conſume you at laſt, Now what is this, but 
aujing to be damned, rather than forſake the corrupt | 
pleaſures of the fleſh ? Come, let us teaſon together 
plainly on this great point.— When you get up in a 
morning, ſober and cool, you can then ſay to yourlelf : 
© If I fall into needleſs drinking this day; if I go after 
© lewd women, to- day; if 1 ſuffer myſelf to indulge - 
« impure thoughts, and to join in filthy and piophane 
© talk, this day; I know that I ſhall do wickedly, and 
© make myſelf liable to everlaſting deſtruction.“ This, 
I ſay, you may think of, when you are cool and. ſober, - 
in a morning; and it is your own fault, if you do not 
keep the ſame thoughts upon your minds all day l 
eſpecially, if you will pray to God for the grace of his 
Holy Spirit :—ſo that, when you come near an alchouſe, 


or 
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u meet with a drinking companion, or with. 
4 23 ndoned proſtitute, if you ate enſnared by 
them, it is with yout eyes open y you ate in your cool. 
and ſober ſenſes, you know the: conſequence, pq: you | 
deſignedly yield — up io miſery and death. | 
But you may think that the next world i gt 27 at 
diſtance ; /perhaps not ſo; for ought you „it 
may be very near, and even at the door. Rhodes Lord, | 
ſaysy this night thy ſoul: may be required of thee.” And. 
it ſhould net be fo near, that does not make it leſs fare 
9 You fee in this world, that fin and miſery- 
go hand in hand Drunkenneſs is attended by. 
a bad habit of body, a waſted fortune and diſtceſſed cirs; 
cumſtances. Wharedom is almoſt ſure 10 be followed 
by diſeaſe; and criminal offences, by ſhame and puniſh-: 
ment. Thus, you ſee, it is ordered by the wiſe provi- 
dence of God, in this preſent life, and this ought to re- 
mind you, of what will be the caſe ia the everlaſting; 
world. Sin and mifery, my brethren! are ſo joined to- 
gether, as nevet to be ſeparated, neither here nor heres, 
after. And yet, plain as this is, ſeme will tale no turn 
ing. Though they have, before their eyes, continual, 
proofs: that criminal-offendets ate ſure to be ꝑpuniſhed, 
one time ot other; r for the moſt part, they e- 
found out in their firſt offence, and never do eſcape, for- 
2 — me together - et ſo blind will men be, as, even 
all hope, to venture upon the deſperate haz ard. 
Now if this be n as to what you ſee with yauy 
eyes, no wonder it is ſo hard to make you affecled, 
with things unſeen. This ſhews you, what a ſod thing it 
in, ts be wider the power of ſenſual luſts. For, though our 
bleſſed Lord is 12 come from the dead, to perſuade yau- 
as to things eternal; and though the daily inſtances of 
men brought to ſbame and puniſhment in re life are, 
one would think, ſufficient warnings for all, to bewate- 
of their unhappy fate; though you hear. the horrid clan! 
of the galling fetters which poor unhappy criminals are 
abliged to drag. about 3 though you know of the. dark » 
. diſmal dungeons, in which they are locked down; 
the tedious. 2 and days of diſgraczful . 
which 
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| which. they muſt endure, and at tho ſame time Have 2 


ſecret dread even of ſueh confinement being at an end, 
when they are to be brought out for ſpectaclesitoſithe. 


World:; 1 ſay, though theſe"thi ate every day hap- 
pening before your eyes and -the ful ſighing of the 


prifoners,” with bien they lament the loſs of liberty, 


and. dear reputation, call upon you, ſouder than words 


can expreſs, to beware of '* coming into the fame diſmal 


| place of torment,” to which their vir have brought 


them; yet you ſee that neither the certain of eternal 
ruin hereafter, nor of prefent diſgrace andi ſu here, 
are ſufficient warnings to men ſo zong as they yield 
themſelves up to be ſhe ſervants of ſin. But, my bre - 


thren l rouſe yourſelves fromithis wretthed — and 


burſt' the chains which hold you in ſuch à miſerable and 
dangerous bondage; call to« mind how ſafe and bappy 


you may be, it you will; remember, and ſhew your- 
ſelves men.“ Reſolve, rafolue, reſolve to be free 3, for if 
| ye become the ſei vants uf Chriſt, if you put yourſelves 


under his conduct, ye ſhall: be free indeed,! free from 
fin, and free from fear. Reſolve, I ſay, and cry mightily, 
in prayer 6 God for the help of his ſpicitz-and never 
leave off praying and Priving: till you have ronquered- 
your evil abe till you bave ſaved yourſelves ſrom the. 
ways of a wicked world; then you will enjoy the glori- 
ous liberty of Chriſtians, and be bleſſed iti peace and 
joy unſpeakable; for God will-then take up his abode 
© with you, and dwell with you, ayd you:ſhalli|be-his 
© people, and he will be your God; and you will at 
length arrive at that world; where there ſhall be no 
© more death, neither ſorrow. 1 nor e neither | ſhall: 
6 there be any more pain,” I 
And © may. he, who alone is able to do. ity. thus bleſs. 

this poor attempt of mine to your ſouls; that + the eyes 
of your underſtanding being enlightened, you may 
6: begin to follow, in this your day, the things that be- 
long to your preſent and everlaſting peace and happineſs, 
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St. Paul faith of himſelf, 


"7? O the Lord our God belong mer- 


ſinned againſt heaven, and before thee, 
and am nv more worthy to be called 
EA 


examine 


- Gntulneſs, and confeſs myſelf to Al- 
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that he ad. been the chief of 
ſinners g but when he was ftopt in his ſinful. courſt, and 


ad thoughts of becoming a follower of Jeſus Chriſt, then it 
_ -avas that he began to pray. 


(See Acts ix. 11.) And if 


this book does you any good, 1 b be fare fo put you upon 


provided you with, 
A SHOR'T 


* y0 


lüfting up your hearts to God, ui greater earne/ineſs 
than you have ever yet dont. — Till you can furniſh your- 
ſelvel therefore with.a larger Jet of devations, I have here 
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THE 


PENITENT, RETURNING SINNER; 
| 'Chiefly taken from the Book of Counon Prayer. 


cies and forgiveneſſes, though we 


the Lord | 
our God, to walk in-his laws which 
he hath ſet before us, Dan. ix. 9g, 10. 

I will arife and go to my father, 


mighty God, with full purpbſs bf 


amendment of life. And if I perceive 
have rebelled againſt him; neither 
have we obeyed the voice of 


my offences to be fuch as are not on · 

ly againſt God, but alſo againſt my 
neighbours, then I muſt reconcile my- 
ſelf anto them, being ready to make 
them ſat sfaction, according tothe ut- 


and will ſay unto him, Father have | termoſt of my power, for all injuries 


ö 4 
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THE fcripture, in many places, 
inviteth us to acknowledge and 
confeſs our manifold fins and wicked · 
neſs ; and that we ſhould not diſſem- 
ble nor clake them before the face of 
. our heavenly Father, 
but” confeſs them with an humble, 
lowly, penitent and obedient heart, to 
the end that we may obtain forgive- 
neſs of the ſame, by his infinite good- 
neſs and mercy, I myſt therefore 
life and converſation by 
the rule of God's commandments, and 
wherein ſoever I .perceive myſelf to 
-have offended, either by will, word, 
or deed, .there I muſt bewail my own 


and wrongs done by me to any other; 
and being likewiſe ready to forgive o- 


chers who have offended me, as I 
| would have forgiveneſs of my offences 


at God's hand. Thus I muſt judge 
myſelf, that I be not judged of the 
Lord. I muſt have a lively and ftead- 
faſt faith in Chriſt my Saviour; and 
I muſt return to him who is the mer- 
ciful receiver of all true penitent fin- 

ners; aſſuring myſelf that he is rea- 

dy to receive me, and moſt willing to 
pardon me, if I come unto him with 

faithful repentance; if I ſubmit my- 

ſelf unto hm, and from henceforth - 
wall in his holy ways; if T take his 
eaſy yoke and light burden upon me, 
following him in lowlineſs, patience, 
and charity, being guided by the grace 
of his holy ſpirit, ſeeking always his 


S's * * 


glory, and ſerving him duly in my 
N e een calling 
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calling with thankſgiving, This if IJ —or — intemperanee in eating or 


do, Chrift will deliver me from 
curſe which ſhall light upon then 
© that ſhall be ſet on his left band; 
and he will ſet we en his right hand, 
and give me the gracious bleſſing ot 
his Father, commanding me to take 
poſſeſſion of his glorious Kingdom ; 
' ow — may he vcuc hſafe to bring 


of his infinite mercy, Amen. 


g Here pauy a while, in order to recollect 
1 and then go on, ſaving, 
O Lord Ged, holy and juft, i 

grieves me that I have offended 

thee. by loving and delithti 
ther things more than in thee, to 
whom all ue, duty, and obed ent e 
are due. | 

It grieves wie, thatT have cffended 
thee, by taking thy holy name in 
vain g by fwearing by it raſhly ; or 
by memtioning it without reverence 
1 wr trifling occaſionas. 
It grieves me, that I have ſo often 
. offended thee, O God, by neglect vg 
to attend thy public worthip, and by 
miſuſing thy holy ſabbat 

45 grieves we, that I have ever offend- 

ed thee, by being undutiful to ty be- 
rents; 
miſſive towards my betters; that I |. 
"have. behaved preugly and diſda p- 
fully towards my equals and infertes, 

k grieves me, that I haxe ſo often 


olſended, by axceſſive 1. 1 „ tevenge, 


or eruelty. I lament, O Lord Grd, 
_for all the encouragement which I 
bare given to other men 's fins; either 
_by joining with them therein, or by 
1 to reprove them for them. 
Por all the provocation, which I | jng 
are eier given others; tor all the 
inful paſſions which I have ever 
Hewn, the reproachful ſpeeches which | 


I haye uſed; or the ll-will 1 have | fin, 


borne towards thoſe, who haye at any 
tim e provoked me. For all the jea- 
Joubes which I have entertained ; or 
the evil ſurmiſes 1 have uttered | 

It grieves me, O moſt holy God, 
"that 1 g cffended thee ſo — by 


in o- 


chat I have not been duly fub- [x ther, for thy Son, our Lord Je 


It MC that I have offended 


CE ; 
or by being unfaithful in bring thoſe 
who hare employed me. 

It grieves me, that I have dſſended, 


and flattery; or hy covetauſneſs; en- 
ry at the good ſucceſs of others, or 
by being diſcontent witheny on OWN con- 
dition. AI 


Then ata and 2% 
A Limighty Gad, Father of our Lord 

Jeſus Chrift, maker of all things, 
zudge of all men. I acknowledge and 
bewail my manifold fins and wicked- 
neſſes, which I from time to ſtime 
moſt grievouſly have committed, by 
thought, werd and deed, againſt thy 
divine Majeſty; provoking moſt juſtly 
thy wrath and indignation againſt me. 
I go earneſtly repent, and am heartily 
forry for thele my mjſdoings;; the re- 
mem brance of them is grievans unto 
me ; the burden of them is intolera- 
ble. Have -mercy upon me, haye 
mercy upon me, .moſt merciful Fa- 


LIN es forgive me all that js 
pe e e FAT e Here” 


after thee in new- 
oo = life, . e honout — glory 


our Lord. Am 


A u H. 
N mency upon me, O Gol, 
eftor_thy great gaqdpels, .accor- 
to the multitude pf thy MEA 
dom mine offences. 
. Waſh me, thoroughly from my 
wickedneſs ; and cleanle me from wy 


my ſin is ever before me. 
But lo, thau requixeſt truth i is the 


inward parts, and ſhalt make me vn- 
derſtand wiſdom ſecretly, 


33 words, or actions, 


Turn thy face from and 
ee out all my mi 
Make 


thee, O righteous God, by picking 
aud ſtealing; by defrauding 


by lying and ſlanderintz, tale- bearing 


of ahy name, 8 F Chriſt 
2 | 


For I acknowledge my Faults; aud | 


wy » 0 A @ > a 
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>» Orininal Offence, 


Mike me a-clean heart, O God, 


and cenew a right ſpirit within me. 


Caft me not away from thy pre · 


fence; and take not thy Holy ſpirit 


from me. 42 t 
O © give me che comfort of thy help 
again ; and tabliſh-me with thy free 
rſt, 1150s 
A Then fhall I teach thy ways unto 
.the righteovs, and finners ſhall be 
converted unto thee, | 
Deliver me from blood-guiltineſs, 
© God, thou that art the God of my 
health, and my tongue Thall ſing of 
thy righteouſneſs, - | 
and my mouth mall ſhe w thy praiſe. 
For thou deſireſt no ſacrifice, elſe 
Would I'give it thee ; but thou de- 
lighteſt not in burnt offerings. Þ | 
The facrifice of God is a troubled 
"ſpirit : a broken and contrite heart; 
O God, ſhalt thou not defp:ſe. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ohoſt. 


As it was in the beginning, is now, 


and ever ſhall be, world without eng. 

Amen. ; 

Lord have mercy upon me. 
Chriſt have mercy upon me, 


QUVR Fither which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; thy 


= -{.90 come; thy. will be done in 
earth, as it ia in heaven : give us this 


* 


7 
(fy) Moſt mighty God and mercifyl 
— — 
on all men, and hateſt nothing that 
thou haſt mage, who wouldeſt not the 
death of a finner, but that he ſhould 
rather turn from his fin and be ſaved; 
mercifully forgive me my treſpaſies 3 
receive and comfort me, who 
grieved and wearied with the 

of. my fins, Thy may is always 
to have mercy ; to thee only jt apper- 
taineth to re me, 


y | therefore, good Lord, ſpare me, whom 


thou haſt redeemed ; enter nat into 
| „n with thy ſervant, who am 
vile earth, and a miſerable finner; 
bat ſo turn th ne anger from me, who 
meekly . acknowledge my vileneſe, 
and truly repent me of my faults; 
and ſo make haſte to help me in this 
world, that I may ever live with thee 
-in the world to come, through ſeſus 


|| Ohriit our Lord. Amen. 


URN thou me, O good Lord, 


and vanity, to the pure love of thee 
and make me ſo to love che things 
which thou commandeſt, and to de- 
fre that which thon doſt promiſe, 
that among all the rens and 
| troubles of the world, my heart may 
ſurely there be fixed where true joys | 
are to be found, thro" Jeſus Chriſt 


day aur daily bread ; and forgive us our Lord, Amen, 


our treſpaſſes, as we "forgive them 
.that treſpaſs againſt us ; and lead us 
not into temptation z but deliver us 
from evil. Amen, 
© Lord, fave me thy ſervant, 
_ Who put my truſt in thee, 
Send me help from above, 
And evermore mightily defend me, 
Help me, O God, my Saviour, 
And for the glory cf thy name de- 
liver me; and be merciful to me a 


(inner, for thy name's ſake, 


O Lord, hear my prayer, 
Aus let my cry come unto thee. 


4s . A r fir . s © | 3 
GREAT ind glorious Lord Ood! 
| thou art a being of infinite holi-- 
neſs, and unſpotted purity, and haſt 
declared thy hatred and abhorrence of 
all impurity and uncleanneſs, I pre- 
ſent myſelt before thee at this time, 
beſeeching thee to give me a heart full 
of ſorrow and concern, that I am ſo 
far from that purity and holineſs, 
which thou requireſt, and which is 
neceſſary to make me meet to partake 
| of the joys and delights of thy king 
dom. | 
. J come, 


0 Lord, the whole ſtream of my al- 
fections, from the love of wickedneſs 
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I come, beſeeching thee to par- ſet me, conſidering that idlenefs is the 
don all the impure thoughts, defires, [occaſion of impurity, Teach me to 
and purpoſes which I hade everenter - ¶ keep a ſtrict guard over my ſenſes, to 
| .* rained in my mind, and all the im- |refrain from all evil and corrupt con- 
© modeſt and unchaſte behaviour and |munitations ; and grant that my ſpeech 
© ations of my life, And, O merci- may be fuch, as may do good to thoſe 
© ful God, I implore pardon and for- | with whom 1 converſe, Teach me to 
_ © giveneſs for all who have tempted] be grave in my dreſs, moderate in 
© me, or have been tempted by me, diet, temperate in the uſe of all things, 
© or who have been partakers with | prudent in the choice of my company, 
e me, in any kind of impurity, Reſ- and careful to keep under my body, 
cue them from the power of their | and bring it into ſubjeQion, . | 
'© Jufts, and grant that they may be-] Give me wiſdom to abſtain from 
come holy in thy fight,” * _ . +, | ſeeing all fuch fights, and from read 
O be thou pleaſed to, purge and ing all ſuch books, a to excite 
cleanſe me from all filthinefs, of fleſh'}in me impure deſires, or lightneſs of 
and ſpirit, that my body may be a ſpirit ; to be conſtant and diligent in 
holy temple, fit ſor thy holy ſpirit to reading and meditating on the hol 
dwell in. 4 oF 1 3 which are able to 
Make me always to remember, that ite heart, and to excite in it pious 
EN ap hare preſent, and that | affectioss. 
all things, how ſecret ſoever they be kept | Grant that my ſoul and body may 
from mien, are naked and open to thy be preſerved pure and undefiled ; that 
all- ſeeing eye. Let me ever remember | glorifying thee in my body, and in my 
what thy holy word declares, ; * ſpirit now, I may hereafter be glori- 
| -  "whore- mongers and adulterers ſhall be | fied. by thee, a1 tt 5 LN 
= Judged and condemned by thee, and] Give me a firm faith in thy power, 
1 that no unclean perſon ſhall enter into] for the ſubduing all impurity, and 
4 thy kingdom, and that for the ſake of | whatever is contrary to thy bleſſed will 
= theſe things, the wrath of God cometh |in my ſoul, Let no diſcouragements 
= upon the children of diſchedjience,. . | keep me from. preſenting frequent and 
.þ | he I know, O Lord, that purity is thy | fervent petitions to thee, for this ex- 
gift; but I know likewiſe that thou | celleat and neceſſary gift of (chaſtity, 
wilt not beſtlow it on ſuch as be ſloth- in the name of our great Mediator, 
Ful and negligent, in uſing the means Jeſus Chrift, to whom, with thee and 
which thou haſt appointed for the at- the Holy Ghoſt, - be all honour and 
tainment of it. Make me then dili- | glory, thankſgiving and praiſe, now 
gent and induſtricus in the place and [and for ever. Amen AU. 
Nation, wherein thy. providence hy 
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